Day  of 

inspiration 

Over  300  are  arrested  as  ACT  UPlNew  York 
storms  the  Big  Apple  and  shuts  down  Grand 
Central  Station  in  the  group's  most  dramatic 
action  to  date 


By  Chris  Nealon 

NEW  YORK  —  In  perhaps  its  most 
ambitious  action  to  date,  ACT  UP/New  York 
staged  a  24-hom:  “Day  of  Desperation”  Jan. 
22-23,  startling  a  city  that  had  been 
preoccupied  with  the  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
By  the  end  of  the  “Day,”  the  still-rising  tally 
of  arrests  had  reached  approximately  320  — 
the  largest  ever  for  an  ACT  UP/New  York 
demonstration. 

Activists  began  the  day  with  two  surprise 
appearances  on  national  news  programs  on 
the  evening  of  the  22nd  (see  page  2),  moved 
on  to  marches  through  Wall  Street,  the 
Bronx,  arid  Harlem,  and  wound  up  by 
storming  Grand  Craitral  Station  at  rush  hour 
on  the  23rd.  Along  the  way,  numerous 
affinity  groups  showered  workers  with 
leaflets  and  occupied  the  offices  of  city,  state, 
and  federal  agencies. 

“A  lot  of  it  is  still  spinning  out,”  said  ACT 
UP’s  Ron  Goldberg,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  action.  “But  I  can  say  that  we  managed 
to  get  a  domestic  issue  on  the  news  for  the 
first  time  in  a  wedc,  which  is  astonishing.” 

Goldberg  told  GCN  he  thought  each  of  the 
major  componeits  of  the  day’s  activities  had 
contributed  to  the  overall  success  of  the 
action.  “The  TV  appearances  forced 
everyone  to  see  that  we  were  going  to  be 
doing  things  all  throughout  the  day,”  he  said. 
Referring  to  the  current  national  focus  on  the 
Gulf  war  and  the  strained  economy,  he  added, 
“And  with  the  morning  march  we  put 
everybody  on  notice  that  we  were  not  going 
to  fall  for  this  ‘war  and  budget’  smoke¬ 
screen.” 

But  it  was  the  rush-hour  blockade  at  Grand 
Central,  said  Goldberg,  that  seemed  to  have 
the  most  dramatic  effect  on  the  public.  “It 
was  very  powaful,”  he  r^arked.  According 
to  ACT  UP,  thousands  of  commute  watched 
as  a  giant  banner  reading,  “Mon^  for  ADDS 
Not  War”  rose  to  the  ceiling,  lifted  by 
baUoons;  minutes  later,  the  crowd’s  attention 
shifted  to  the  station’s  main  schedule  board, 
which  activists  had  obscured  with  a  banner 
that  read,  “One  AIDS  Death  Every  Eight 
Minutes.” 

Surprisingly,  Goldberg  said,  the  reaction  of 
commuters  was  not  hostile.  “There  were 
people  screaming  [AIDS  activist  slogans]  on 
the  sidelines  who  woe  not  from  ACT  UP,” 
he  said,  “and  the  [siqjportive]  people  the  TV 
stations  were  interviewing  were  not  from 
ACT  UP.” 

Goldberg  said  that  his  impression  from 
watching  the  coverage  of  the  blockade,  in 
fact,  was  that  people  “saw  that  the  point  is, 
‘  vriiat  are  our  priorities?”’  Citing  some  of  the 
familiar  responses  to  charges  by  AIDS 
activists  that  the  crisis  is  being  ignored,  he 
said,  “If  it  wasn’t  the  war,  it  was  the  budget; 
if  it  wasn’t  the  budget,  it  was  something 
else.” 


'Unbelievably  fovorable’ 

Adam,  another  ACT  UP  member,  said  he 
thought  that  all  of  the  days’  activities  were 
well  received,  particularly  by  area  television. 
“The  local  mc^a  coverage  was  unbelievably 
favorable,”  he  told  GCN.  He  added  that,  “In 
general,  I  think  anti-war  protest  sentiment 
kind  of  got  married  to  our  movement” 

ACT  UP’s  Victor  Mendolia  agreed.  “I’ve 
been  Stocked  by  the  media  coverage,  because 
it’s  been  brilliant,”  Mendolia  told  GCN.  ‘It’s 
just  been  amazing.  Basically  they  got  the 
issue;  they  got  the  idea:  our  country  can  build 
a  city  in  fte  desCTt,  feed  and  house  people,  in 
a  matter  of  months  —  why  isn’t  it  possible  to 
provide  basic  services  for  people  with 
ADDS?” 

Mendolia  said  he  thought  the  positive 
media  response  was  a  gratifying  pay-off 
because  ACT  UP  had  put  so  much  energy 
into  the  action,  which  was  in  the  works  for 
three  months.  “This  is  an  acceleration  and 
heightening  of  our  activism,”  said  Mendolia. 
“It’s  an  escalation  of  our  tactics.” 

At  least  one  affinity  group,  from  ACT 
UP’s  alternative  and  holistic  treatment 
comnuttee,  had  an  impromptu  meeting  with 
officials  at  the  Health  and  Hospital 
Corporation.  Several  ACT  UP  members 
reported  that  treatment  activists  spoke  for  45 
minutes  with  officials,  winning  a  promise 
that  city  hospitals  would  begin  to  provide 
acupuncture  and  other  alternative  treatmaits. 

Mendolia  added  that  although  ACT  UP 
has  always  been  confrontational,  it  was  a  new 
development  to  be  “bursting  into  office  and 
getting  meetings  on  the  spot.” 

“It’s  [been]  a  brilliant  action,”  he  said. 
“It’s  gone  completely  without  a  hitch.” 

Other  actions 

ACT  UP’s  Goldberg  said  he  thought  the 
day’s  other  actions  also  went  extronely  well. 
Among  the  most  satisfying,  he  said,  was  the 
blockade  that  stopped  traffic  in  Harlem  for  an 
hour.  At  that  action,  said  Goldberg,  activists 
demanded  major  improvements  in  health  care 
and  housing  for  homeless  people  with  AIDS- 
related  health  problems.  The  blockade  was 
orchestrated  by  several  groups,  including 
ACT  UP  and  Emmaus  House,  an  advocacy 
cotter  for  homeless  people.  “That  was  a  voy 
big  success  for  us  in  terms  of  coalition¬ 
building,”  Goldberg  said. 

In  anotho  major  action,  ACT  UP’s  Latino 
Committee  stormed  the  offices  of  Bronx 
Borough  Presidoit  Fonando  Ferrer,  charging 
him  with  ignoring  the  AIDS  crisis  in  the 
Bronx.  Activists  presented  Ferrer  with  a 
“Certificate  of  Negligence,”  and  donanded  a 
meeting  with  him. 

“I  think  it  was  successful  in  terms  of 
Continued  on  page  7 


AMA  backs  HIV  disclosure 

A  new  recommendation  says  that  HIV-positive  health  care 
workers  should  reveal  their  HIV  status  to  patients 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON — ^Hot  on  the  heels  of  the 
much-publicized  Kimb^ly  Bergalis  case,  the 
American  Medical  Association  (AMA)  and 
the  American  Dental  Association  (ADA) 
recommended  last  week  that  HIV-positive 
health  care  workers-  inform  their  patients  of 
their  status,  or  stop  practicing. 

The  Jan.  18  armouncement  was  released 
the  same  day  as  a  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  report  that  found  that  Florida  dentist 
David  Acer  may  have  transmitted  HIV  not 
only  to  Bergalis,  but  to  two  other  patients  as 
well.  Health  care  workers  denounced  the 
AMA/ADA  decision,  charging  that  the 
organizations  have  succumbed  to  public 
paranoia  about  AIDS. 

Bergalis,  meanwhile,  reached  a  $1  million 
settlement  with  her  insurance  carrier  Jan.  23, 
arguing  that  the  company  was  liable  for 
having  sent  her  to  Acer.  Observers  in  AIDS 
service  organizations  claim  that  the  CDC  has 
allowed  such  wide  publicity  to  surround  the 
Bergalis  case  because  the  federal  agency  is 
preparing  to  unveil  stringent  anti-HIV 
fransmission  guidelines  for  health  care 
workers.  There  is  particular  speculation  that 
such  a  policy  will  require  testing  and/or 
disclosure  of  HIV  status  for  medical 
personnel.  (See  GCN,  Jan.  27.)  The  new 
AMA/ADA  disclosure  recommendation, 
however,  is  the  first  official  announcement 
from  a  major  physicians’  group. 

“It’s  a  knee-jerk  resolution  designed  for  the 
protection  of  their  self-interest,”  said  Dr. 
Ruth  Finkelstein,  director  of  research  at 
Washington’s  AIDS  Action  Council. 
Finkelstein  told  GCN  that  given  the 
extremely  small  possibility  of  doctor-patient 
transmission  of  HIV,  she  thought  the  medical 
groups  were  sending  “an  irresponsible 
message”  to  the  public. 

Finkelstein  said  she  was  upset  that  the 
AMA  and  ADA  announcement  focused  on 
the  issue  of  disclosing  health  care  workers’ 
HIV  status  instead  of  addressing  the  question 
of  doctors’  hygienic  standards.  Because  of 
the  AMA/ADA  overriding  concern  with 
disclosure,  she  said,  patients  are  likely  to  get 
the  impression  that  no  amount  of  carefulness 
can  prevoit  the  transmission  of  HIV. 

Not  only  does  the  AMA/ADA’s  onphasis 


on  disclosure  instead  of  hygiene  create  the 
specter  of  losing  thousands  of  medical 
workers,  Finkelstein  said,  but  the  disclosure 
recommendations  could  have  disastrous 
consequences  for  HIV-positive  patients  as 
well.  She  said  she  agreed  with  other 
observers  that  doctors  would  probably  stop 
treating  HIV-positive  people,  for  fear  of 
receiving  the  virus  themselves.  “If  the  AMA 
is  saying  that  universal  precautions  don’t 
woric,”  said  Finkelstein,  “^en  it’s  not  a  leap 
of  logic  to  imagine  that  doctors  will  not  want 
to  treat  patients  with  HIV.” 

Benjamin  Schatz,  executive  director  of  the 
Medical  Expertise  Retention  Program  of  the 
American  Association  of  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights  (AAPHR),  told  GCN  he 
thinks  the  AMA/ADA  disclosure 
announcement  is  particularly  disturbing, 
given  the  speculation  about  a  similar  —  and 
legally  binding  —  proposal  from  the  CDC. 
“What  seemed  like  an  abstract  threat  now 
seems  more  real,”  said  Schatz. 

Schatz  also  said  he  thought  the 
AMA/ADA  message  “will  make  it  harder  to 
fight  the  CDC,”  because  the  armouncement 
adds  momentum  to  the  belief  that  medical 
regulations,  not  medical  ethics,  are  the  way  to 
stall  doctor-patient  transmission  of  HIV. 

In  the  meantime,  said  Schatz,  health  care 
workers  around  the  U.S.  who  are  opposed  to 
the  disclosure  recommendation  are  preparing 
to  travel  to  the  CDC  in  Atlanta  for  a  “public 
meeting”  that  will  include  discussion  of 
doctor-patient  HIV  transmission.  “People  are 
really  organizing  for  [it],”  said  Schatz. 

Effect  on  specialists 

Dr.  Peter  Hawley,  medical  director  at 
Washington’s  Whitman- Walker  Clinic,  told 
GCN  that  physicians  working  to  provide 
AIDS  services  were  unhappy  with  the 
AMA/ADA  announcement.  “I  think 
everybody  is  sort  of  appalled  that  the  AMA 
would  do  this,”  Hawley  said. 

He  added,  though,  that  he  doubted  that 
medical  professionals  would  actually  follow 
the  AMA/ADA’s  suggestion.  “I  don’t  think 
people  will  do  it,”  said  Hawley.  “The  AMA 
has  no  governing  effect;  and  many  doctors 

are  not  members.”  ,  •  .  •, 

Contuuied  on  paje  7 


ELLEN  SHUB 


NEWSNOTES 


ACT  UP  disrupts 
evening  news 

NEW  YORK  —  As  anchorperson  Dan 
Rather  opened  the  Jan.  22  edition  of  the  CBS 
Evening  News,  the  veteran  broadcaster  was 
interrupted  by  members  of  ACT  UP/New 
York.  Activists  also  targeted  Public 
Broadcasting  System’s  (PBS)  MacNeil- 
Lehrer  News  Hour. 

The  opoiing  seconds  of  the  nightly  news 
program,  which  were  rebroadcast  on  the 
Cable  News  Network  (CNN),  featured  the 
show’s  title  graphics  and  Bather’s  voice¬ 
over.  In  the  background,  viewers  could 
clearly  hear  the  sound  of  shouting  voices.  As 
the  picture  shifted  to  the  anchor’s  face,  he 
said,  “Good  evening.  I’m  Dan  Rather.”  At 
this  point,  the  face  of  a  man  popped  into  the 
frame,  and  he  was  heard  shouting,  “Fight 
AIDS,  Not  Arabs.”  A  disgruntled  Rather 
quickly  said,  “We’re  going  to  go  to  a 
commercial  now.”  The  shouting  man  was 
pulled  out  of  the  frame,  but  voices  could  still 
be  heard  chanting  “Fight  AIDS,  Not  Arabs.” 
Rather  more  urgently  suggested  that  the 
broadcast  go  to  a  commercial,  and  the  scene 
faded  out. 

CNN  reported  that  the  activists  had  used 
fake  CBS  identification  badges  to  gain  entry 
to  the  studios,  and  that  the  protesters  had 
been  arrested  and  charged  with  trespass. 
Also  placed  into  police  custody  were  seven 
protesters  who  delayed  the  start  of  the 
MacNeil-Lehrer  News  Hour  after  “breaking 
into  the  station,”  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

— Christopher  Wittke 

KKK  rally  foiled 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  A  would-be  Ku  Klux 
Klan  rally  on  the  Capitol  steps  here  was 
thwarted  Jan.  20,  as  approximately  1,500 
anti-Klan  demonstrators  took  over  the 
proceedings.  The  counter-demonstrators 
chanted,  heckled  the  dozen  or  so  Klansmen 
present,  and  threw  snowballs  at  them.  The 
Klan  members  had  gathered  to  protest  New 
York’s  celebration  of  the  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  holiday. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  no 
Klansmen  appeared  at  the  rally  site  until 
almost  an  hour  after  its  scheduled  2  p.m. 
start.  Just  before  3  p.m.,  a  small  group  of 
Klan  members  from  Connecticut  gathCT^  at 
the  Capitol,  only  to  be  faced  down  by  the 
angry  crowd.  The  Klansmen  left  shortly 
thereafter,  fleeing  a  rain  of  snowballs  and 
eggs. 

Although  no  arrests  or  injuries  were 
reported  at  the  event,  anti-Klan 
demonstrators  clashed  briefly  with  police 
when  officers  tried  to  restrain  a  demonstrator 
who  was  approaching  one  of  the  Klansmen. 
The  scuffle  sparked  cries  of,  “Cops  and  Klan 
go  hand  in  hand.” 

Commenting  on  the  Klan’s  small  turnout 
and  swift  departure,  Albany  counter¬ 
demonstrator  David  Macks  said,  “These 
aren’t  the  Klan’s  kind  of  odds.  It’s  daylight, 
they’re  outnumbered,  and  they  have  no  ropes 
and  no  guns.” 

—  Chris  Nealon 

Utah  Senate  passes 
strict  anti-choke  bill 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Despite  charges  by 
pro-choice  advocates  that  lawmakers  here 
are  rushing  the  legislative  process,  the  Utah 
Senate  passed  a  strict  anti-abortion  bill  Jan. 
23.  According  to  the  New  York  Times,  if  the 
measure  is  passed  by  the  House  and  signed 
by  the  governor,  Utii  will  become  the  first 
state  to  outlaw  most  abortions. 

The  proposed  measure,  which  observers 
predict  could  be  passed  by  the  House  as 
early  as  Jan.  25,  is  written  in  two  parts.  The 
first  part  makes  abortion  legal  only  to  save  a 
woman’s  life  or  in  cases  where  she  might 
suffer  “life-threatening  damage.”  The 
second,  less  stringent  part  would  allow 
abortions  to  prevent  “grave  damage  to  the 
pregnant  woman’s  medical  health.”  The 
second  part  of  the  bill  would  take  effect  only 
if  the  first  part  is  limited  or  overturned  by 
court  rulings.  The  Senate  voted  23  to  5  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Last  year,  legislators  in  Idaho  and 
Louisiana  passed  similar  measures,  but  they 
were  eventually  vetoed  by  the  governors  in 
those  states.  HowevCT,  Utah  Gov.  Norman  H. 
Bangerter  has  said  that  if  the  legislation  is 
approved,  he  will  sign  it  immediately. 

“It’s  time  to  get  this  legislation  before  the 
courts  so  we  can  receive  some  definitive 
information  as  to  what  the  state  can  do  to 
more  fully  protect  the  sanctity  and  dignity  of 
life,”  Bangerter  wrote  in  a  letter  to  Sen. 
LeRay  McAllistw,  the  Republican  sponsor 
of  the  bill. 

In  response  to  the  expected  passage  of  the 
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bill,  the  Utah  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  may 
attempt  to  block  the  state’s  bid  to  host  the 
Winter  Olympics  in  1998. 

Sen.  Karen  Shepherd,  one  of  the  five 
Democrats  who  voted  against  the  mea.sure, 
addressed  NOW’s  tactic  and  charged  that  the 
proposed  law  would  cost  the  state  an 
inoidinate  amount  of  money. 

“I  know  many  of  you  feel  no  cost  is  too 
great,  but  it  is  a  process  that  will  be  out  of 
our  control  very  quickly,”  said  Shepherd.  “I 
fear  Utah  will  pay  in  terms  of  the  Olympics, 
tourism  and  conventions  and  in  human  lives 
and  suffering.” 

The  Utah  affiliate  of  the  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League  is  planning 'a 
rally  against  the  bill,  scheduled  for  noon  on 
Jan.  26  outside  the  Capitol  building  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 

—  Chris  Nealon 

Boston  mayor  attends 
anti-abortion  event 

BOSTON — Over  20  abortion  rights 
activists  gathered  outside  the  annual 
Massachusetts  Citizens  For  Life  (MCFL) 
convention  Jan.  20  to  object  to  the  MCFL’s 
attempts  to  restrict  women’s  freedom  of 
choice.  The  event,  which  was  held  two  days 
before  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  Roe  v. 
Wade,  was  sponsored  by  the  Boston  affiliate 
of  the  Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2). 

“We  want  to  make  it  clear  that  there  is  a 
strong  pro-choice  movement,”  R2N2’s 
HDary  Roberts  told  GCN.  “The  anti-choice 
people  essentially  deal  with  issues  around 
sexuality.  They  preach  oiDy  straight  sex  that 
is  religiously  accq}table.  [Such  rules  and 
definitions]  are  contradictory  to  women’s 
rights  and  the  gay  and  lesbian  movement,” 
she  added. 

One  issue  that  pro-choice  activists  said 
they  were  particularly  angry  about  was 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s  participation  in  the 
MCFL  conference.  “It  is  incredible  that 
Mayor  Flynn  can  attend  this  pro-life 
assembly  and  get  away  with  it,”  declared 
R2N2’s  Alexis  Ladd.  “People  don’t  even 
know  he  attends,”  she  said,  “and  he  certainly 
is  not  represraiting  a  majority  of  the  town.” 
When  GCN  asked  an  MCFL  conference 
organizCT  if  Flynn  would  be  at  the  assembly, 
she  replied,  “Oh  yes,  he  should  be  here.  He’s 
always  been  here.” 

Flynn  appeared  in  the  convention  program 
under  “Giwtings  from  the  City  of  Boston.” 
Madeline  McComish,  the  chairperson  of  the 
MCFL  state  political  action  committee,  told 
GCN,  “Mayor  Flynn  has  attended  the 
conference  for  18  years  now  as  both  an 
individual  and  a  political  representative.” 
She  added  that  the  mayor  speaks  before  the 
assembly  “as  a  representative  of  Boston.” 

In  his  speech,  Flynn  congratulated  the 
MCFL  on  its  anti-abortion  efforts.  He  also 
made  a  comparison  between  their  pro-life 
activities  and  the  actions  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Middle  East  war.  “We  fight  for  life 
here  in  Boston,”  said  Flynn,  “and  we  fight 
for  Dfe  in  foreign  countries.”  He  concluded 
his  speech  by  offering  the  MCFL  a 
proclamation  from  “the  people  of  Boston,” 
saying,  “We  declare  this  Sanctity  of  Life 
Sunday,  and  we  urge  all  Bostonians  to  join 
together  to  use  this  opportunity  to  pause  and 
reflect  how  we  can  use  the  sanctity  of  Dfe  as 
a  cornerstone  of  our  nation.” 

Other  city  and  state  officials  present  at  the 
conference  included  Boston  City  Councilor 
Albert  “Dapper”  O’Neil  and  Judge  Paul 
Moriarty  of  Brockton  District  Court. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

British  actors  come 
out  en  masse 

LONDON — Queen  Elizabeth  n  probably 
didn’t  know  what  she  was  starting  when  she 
knighted  openly  gay  actor  Ian  McKeUen  on 
New  Year’s  Eve.  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  McKellen’s  knighting  has 
snowballed  into  a  mass  self-outing  by  18 
famed  British  dramatists  who  publicly  joined 
together  to  support  McKellen’s  acceptance 
of  the  honor. 

“It  was  Margaret  Thatcher’s 
[homophobic]  government  that  got  me  out 
[of  the  closet],”  said  McKellrai.  “I  despise 
the  Ian  McKellen  of  the  first  49  years  of  his 
life.  Gays  must  come  out,  and  the  sooner  the 
better,”  he  said.  McKellen,  a  famed 
Shakespearean  actor,  was  knighted  for  his 
exceptional  talents  in  the  arts. 

Despite  the  gay  community’s  largely 
celebratory  response  to  McKellen’s 
knighthood,  controversy  erupted  Jan.  8  when 
filmmakCT  Derek  Jarman  wrote  an  article  for 
The  Guardian,  a  major  daily  newspaper, 
calling  on  McKellen  to  reject  the  title. 
Jarman,  an  openly  gay  man  with  AIDS, 
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wrote  that  McKellen  should  refuse 
knighthood  because  Thatcher’s  conservative 
administration,  which  chose  McKellen  for 
the  award,  has  “stigmatized  homosexuality.” 

In  response  to  Jarman’s  article  and  to 
show  support  for  McKellen,  18  gay  and 
lesbian  actors,  directors,  and  other  dramatists 
outed  themselves  in  a  letter  to  The  Guardian. 
The  letter’s  authors,  oiDy  seven  of  whom  had 
previously  been  openly  gay,  sought  to 
“distance”  themselves  from  Jarman’s  views, 
and,  “as  gay  and  lesbian  artists,”  expressed 
feelings  of  solidarity  with  McKellen. 

“Never  again  wiU  public  figures  be  able  to 
claim  that  they  have  to  keep  secret  their 
homosexuality  in  fear  of  it  damaging  their 
career,”  the  artists  wrote.  “Ian  McKellen 
provides  an  inspiration  to  us  all,  not  only  as 
an  artist  of  extraordinary  gifts,  but  as  a  figure 
of  remarkable  honesty  and  ^gnity.” 

Greg  King,  spokesperson  for  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  the  largest  gay 
lobbying  organization  in  the  U.S.,  praised 
McKellen’s  achievements.  “I  certainly  hope 
this  sends  a  message  to  Hollywood  and 
Broadway  that  the  time  has  come  to  open  the 
closet  doors,”  said  King. 

McKellen’s  knighthood  ironically  comes 
at  a  time  what  Great  Britain  is  under  attack 
for  its  discriminatory  and  homophobic 
human  rights  policies.  In  recent  weeks, 
British  judges  and  Members  of  Parliament 
have  enacted  a  series  of  anti-gay  laws  that 
seriously  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

The  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  (ILGA)  has  responded  by 
calling  for  an  international  day  of  anti- 
British  demonstrations  on  Feb.  14.  Lisa 
Power,  co-secretary  general  of  ILGA,  urges 
activists  to  “bum  ^e  British  flag  in  ^nt  of 
the  British  embassy,  or  some  other  culturally 
appropriate  action.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Holocaust  revisionist 
draws  protests 

BOSTON — Despite  the  freezing  cold, 
over  50  demonstrators  stood  outside  the 
Malden  District  Court  Jan.  22  to  protest  Fred 
Leuchter  and  his  revisionist  theories  of  the 
Holocaust.  Approximately  one  third  of  the 
protestors  were  gay  people  who  came  to  the 
demonstration  to  remember  lesbians  and  gay 
men  kDled  in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps, 
as  well  as  to  show  solidarity  with  Jewish 
Holocaust  victims. 

In  1988,  Leuchter  published  a  report  that 
denied  that  Nazis  used  poisonous  gas 
chambers  to  murder  millions  of  people 
during  World  War  II.  The  report  enraged 
activists,  who  voiced  their  anger  last  week  in 
Malden  where  Leuchter  is  on  trial  for  a 
separate  issue.  (The  state  has  accused 
Leuchter  of  practicing  engineering  without 
legal  certification.) 

“Many  groups  perished  under  the  Nazis,” 
Fern  Brown,  a  Jewish  lesbian  who  arranged 
much  of  the  gay  presence  at  the 
demonstration,  told  GCN.  “The  Holocaust  is 
not  just  a  Jewish  issue,  and  it  needs  to  be 
looked  at  as  such.  We  need  to  fight  Leuchter 
and  his  revisionist  lies  together.” 

Jack  Nusan  Porter,  a  professor  of 
sociology  and  a  historian  of  the  Holocaust  at 
Bryant  College,  said  that  his  research  has 
shown  that  15,000  to  20,000  gay  men  and 
lesbians  died  “directly  as  victims  of  the 
Nazis.”  Porter  told  GCN,  “Jews  have  to 
keep  in  mind  that  gays  and  other  non- Jewish 
people  were  also  victims  of  the  Holocaust. 
Although  some  people  may  not  want  to 
recognize  than,  they  are  part  of  our  history.” 

Reaction  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  presence 
at  the  anti-Leuchter  demonstration  was 
largely  favorable.  “I  think  it’s  important  that 
gay  people  are  here,”  said  Leonard  Zakim, 
regional  director  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League.  He  told  GCN  that,  “Obviously  the 
gay  commimity  was  targeted  by  Hitler  too, 
and  as  the  revisionist  movement  grows  in 
this  country,  we  all  have  to  be  particularly 
vigorous  in  our  response  to  the  lies.”  At  one 
point  in  the  protest,  dononstrators  sang,  “We 
shaU  overcome,  gays  and  Jews  together.” 

Catherine  Odette,  a  monber  of  the  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughto^  of  Holocaust  Survivors, 
told  GCN,  “I’m  really  happy  to  see  the 
lesbian  and  gay  turnout.  We  are  outraged 
that  somebody  like  Leuchter  can  get  away 
with  this  crap.  We  won’t  let  martyrs  be 
forgotten.”  Odette  held  a  sign  remembering 
Jenny  Scherman,  a  Jewish  lesbian  who  was 
killed  in  the  Holocaust. 

Protestors  hope  that  if  Leuchter  is 
convicted  for  illegal  engineering  practices, 
his  reputation  and  the  credibDity  of  his  report 
wDl  be  severely  damaged. 


— Elizabeth  Yukins 
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Operation  Rescue  tries 
new  tactic 

A  lawyer  for  the  anti-abortionist  group  asks  the  court  to  hand 
over  patients'  confidential  medical  records 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 


Tens  of  thousands  travelled  to  Washington  to  protested  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  Jan.  19 

Anti-war  protesters 
descend  on  D.C. 

Political  differences  permeate  the  first  national  demonstration 
against  the  war 


BOSTON — Using  what  pro-choice 
activists  call  a  new  form  of  intimidation  and 
harassment,  anti-abortionists  have  requested 
a  court  order  for  the  release  of  patient  records 
from  five  local  abortion  clinics.  The  move  is 
an  attempt  by  Operation  Rescue  to  force 
local  pro-choice  groups  to  drop  a  lawsuit 
against  the  anti-abortion  organization. 

“We  are  worried  that  this  is  just  another 
means  of  harassment,  and  also  a  way  of 
getting  us  to  drop  the  case,”  said  Theresa 
Martland,  an  attorney  for  one  of  the  clinics 
targeted  by  the  new  tactic. 

Last  year,  area  abortion  clinics  and  pro- 
choice  ^vocacy  groups  brought  suit  against 
Operation  Rescue  dranonstrators,  charging 
that  they  interfered  with  women’s  rights  to 
receive  abortions.  On  Jan.  16,  the  defense 
attorney  for  several  of  the  anti-abortion 
demonstrators,  Robrat  Miley,  requested  that 
the  state  Supreme  Judicial  Court  (SJQ  order 
five  abortion  clinics  involved  in  the  suit  to 
release  information  regarding  women  who 
have  sought  abortions. 

Miley  declined  to  comment  on  the  case  to 
GCN,  but  according  to  the  Boston  Globe  and 
court  statements,  he  told  the  SJC  that  the 
patient  information  was  necessaiy  to  attain  a 
fair  trial  for  the  Operation  Rescue 
demonstrators.  Miley  argued  that  since  the 
defendants  are  being  accused  of  violating 
women’s  constitutional  rights,  they  are 
entitled  to  know  the  identity  of  their  accusers 
so  that  their  lawyers  can  question  the  women. 

Miley  asked  abortion  clinics  to  release  the 
names  of  women  who  had  scheduled 
appointments  On  the  days  of  Operation 
Rescue  blockades,  and  to  identify  which  of 
these  women  allegedly  cancelled, 
rescheduled,  or  did  not  show  up  for  their 
appointm^ts.  If  Miley’s  request  is  accepted, 
the  plaintiffs  say  they  will  be  forced  to  drop 
the  charges  because  the  clinics  refuse  to 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

NORFOLK,  Mass. — At  a  time  when 
budget  cutbacks  are  severely  hampering  state 
health  care  programs,  a  group  of  prisoners 
have  taken  the  task  of  AIDS  education  into 
their  own  hands.  In  a  startlingly  progressive 
program,  prisoners  have  joined  together  to 
form  an  AIDS  workshop  that  teaches  other 
prisoners  the  causes,  symptoms,  and  effects 
of  HTV-  and  AIDS-related  illnesses. 

“T^e  program  came  about  when  a  bunch 
of  guys  began  to  see  the  pain  of  HIV-positive 
people  in  the  prison,”  said  Doc,  the  director 
of  the  AIDS  Education  Workshop.  He  told 
GCN,  “The  program  is  aimed  at  creating  a 
better  imderstanding  of  AIDS  and  a  little 
more  compassion  for  those  who  are  HIV 
positive.” 

Doc,  who  asked  that  his  real  name  not  be 
used,  has  been  involved  with  the  AIDS 
project  since  it  began  at  Mass.  Correctional 
Institute,  Norfolk  in  December  1989.  At  a 
conference  designed  to  introduce  the  AIDS 
Woikshop  to  the  public.  Doc  reported  that  26 
trained  prisoners  now  staff  the  project,  and 
that  over  1300  Norfolk  prisoners  have 
graduated  from  the  AIDS  awar»iess  classes. 

Doc  said  that  the  program  is  bilingual,  and 
he  stressed  that  it  is  run  by  a  “diverse  and 
multicultural  board  of  dirrotors.”  He  also 
said  that  the  program  seeks  to  educate  the 
prisoners  about  all  different  AIDS  risk 
factors.  “We  teach  the  mm  that  drug  use 
infect  a  person  with  HIV,”  he  said,  “but 
during  the  course  of  our  classes  men  become 
very  aware  of  dangerous  sexual  practices 
too.” 

The  Norfolk  program  is  unusual  in  the 
United  States  prison  Systran  because  it  has 
been  completely  initiated,  organized,  and 
funded  by  prisoners.  Judy  Greenspan,  the 
AIDS  information  coordinator  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  National 
Prison  Project,  praised  the  prisoners  efforts, 
saying,  “NOTfoDt  is  a  prison  in  the  forefront 
of  peer  education  and  counseling.” 

Greenspan  told  GCN  that  the  peer  model 
for  AIDS  instruction  “is  the  best  and  most 
enlightened  way  to  reach  prisoners  because 
the  men  are  more  likely  to  believe  and 


sacrifice  the  confidentiality  rights  of  their 
clients. 

Lawyers  for  the  abortion  clinics 
denounced  Miley’s  request  as  unnecessary 
and  provocative.  Martland  said  that  because 
Operation  Rescue  members  are  known  for 
their  aggressive  tactics,  she  believes  they 
may  attempt  to  hassle  and  intimidate  patiraits 
if  they  get  hold  of  the  medical  records. 

Martland  also  pointed  out  that  there  is  “no 
individual  woman  who  is  a  plaintiff  in  this 
case.”  She  explained  that  all  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  suit  are  abortion  clinics  and  pro-choice 
organizations  who  represent  womrai  patients, 
and  that  this  is  standard  procedure  in 
abortion  rights  cases.  Operation  Rescue  is 
thus,  Martland  said,  “going  after  womrai  not 
even  involved  in  the  case.” 

Glenda  Baikin,  director  of  public  relations 
at  Repro  Associates,  an  abortion  clinic 
named  in  the  suit,  called  Miley’s  request 
“preposterous.”  “Why  should  [Operation 
Rescue  demonstrators]  be  privy  to  this 
information?”  she  queried.  “The  decision  for 
an  abortion  is  one  made  between  a  patient 
and  her  doctor,  and  the  privacy  of  this 
decision  is  technically  outlined  in  the  law.” 
Barkin  told  GCN  that  she  does  not  believe 
the  anti-abortion  activists  will  get  the 
records,  and  that  the  defendants  are 
“desperate  people  using  desperate  means  to 
achieve  a  desperate  goal.” 

Ellen  Convisser,  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  National  Organization  for 
Women  (MASS  NOW),  said  that  the 
Operation  Rescue  suit  serves  as  an  example 
of  how  the  anti-abortion  organization  “has 
lost  tremendous  momentum  this  past  year 
both  locally  and  nationally.” 

Convisser  told  GCN  that  the  local  chapter 
of  Operation  Rescue  has  seen  especially  hard 
times.  “The  strategy  they  initidly  designed 

Continued  on  pa^  7 


identify  with  one  another.” 

She  explained  that  the  “official”  version  of 
AIDS  education  consisted  of  an  outdated 
video  and  a  10-minute  lecture  from  a 
correctional  officer.  “This  information  is 
rarely  even  listened  to,”  Greenspan  added, 
“because  often  a  man  has  just  entered  the 
prison  system  and  is  feeling  disoriented  and 
withdrawn.” 

Tim  Gagnon,  the  AIDS  coordinator  for  the 
state’s  Department  of  Correction  (DOC), 
echoed  Greenspan,  saying  that  the  workshop 
“gives  the  mrai  three  and  one-half  hours  of 
solid  AIDS  education,  and  it  is  taught  to 
them  by  people  they  live  with  and  trust.” 
Gagnon  has  been  involved  with  the  project 
since  its  inception,  and  numerous  prisoners 
commented  to  GCN  that  he  was  instrumental 
in  getting  the  prison  administration  to  accept 
the  program. 

Discussion  about  an  AIDS  workshop 
began  in  October,  1989,  when  a  group  of 
prisoners  approached  Gagnon  about  the  need 
for  AlUS  location.  Gagnon  and  the  DOC’s 
Department  of  Health  then  began  working 
with  prisoners  to  design  the  program  and 
establish  a  16- week  educational  course  to 
train  prisoner  instructors. 

The  AIDS  education  project  is  divided  into 
a  two-session  workshop.  In  the  first  class, 
prisoners  are  taught  history  about  AIDS  and 
HIV,  disease  definitions,  how  HIV  is 
transmitted,  and  symptoms  of  AIDS-  and 
HTV-related  illnesses.  In  the  second  session, 
the  men  are  instructed  on  the  importance  of 
HIV  testing  and  confidentiality,  and  the 
prevention  of  HTV  transmission.  They  also 
learn  how  to  obtain  treatment  information. 

“Oftrai  the  teaching  is  difficult,”  Doc  said, 
“because  a  lot  of  the  men  don’t  read  and 
write  well.”  The  Woikshop  has  responded  to 
this  problem,  he  explained,  by  breaking 
down  AIDS  information  and  the  curriculum’s 
format  into  very  basic  categories. 

Gagnon  told  GCN  that  approximately  360 
prisoners  in  the  state  prison  system  are 
currently  identified  as  having  AIDS.  He 
said,  however,  that  this  is  a  very  low  and 
rough  figure  because  the  state  only 
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By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — Gay  men  and  lesbians 
joined  thousands  of  other  protesters  at  the 
White  House  Jan.  19  in  the  ^t  of  two  major 
marches  here  against  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
The  protest  was  called  by  the  National 
Coalition  to  Stop  U.S.  Intervention  in  the 
Middle  East 

President  George  Bush,  away  at  his  Camp 
David,  Md.,  retreat,  missed  the  action. 

While  police  estimated  that  25,000 
,  demonstrators  were  on  hand,  organizers  said 
that  four  times  that  number  marched  from 
Lafayette  Park  to  the  U.S.  Capitol. 
Unconfirmed  reports  indicate  that  attendance 
was  limited  because  police  prevented 
hundreds  of  protesters  who  arrived  by 
chartered  busses  at  a  subway  station  from 
riding  the  subway  to  the  demonstration  site. 

Members  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Reform  of  Marijuana  Laws  (NORML) 
carried  signs  that  urged,  “Hemp  for  Fuel,  Not 
Blood  for  Oil.”  A  baimer  post^  on  a  bank  at 
Madison  Place  by  ACT  UP/Long  Island  read, 
“Health  care  not  warfare.”  Police  arrested 
about  10  people  for  disorderly  conduct  and 
blocking  traffic. 

The  only  openly  gay  or  lesbian  speaker  at 
the  event  was  Joe  Franco,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York’s  Latino  caucus.  Franco,  who 
is  a  person  with  AIDS,  drew  parallels  to  “a 
pair”  of  life-threatening  battles. 

“I  am  experiencing  two  wars,  one  in  the 
Middle  East,  the  other  inside  my  body,”  he 
said.  “They  are  both  very  real,  and  are  the 
direct  result  of  a  total  lack  of  respect  and 
regard  for  all  living  things.” 

Franco  pointed  out  that  the  U.S.  has  been 
at  war  against  AIDS  for  the  past  10  years.  In 
that  war,  he  said,  "the  enemy  is  a  viral 
pathogen;  in  the  Middle  East  war,  it’s 
ethnocentric  nationalism.  Motivation  for  the 
AIDS  war  is  homophobia,  addictophobia, 
racism,  danism  and  sexism.  For  the  war  in 
the  Middle  East,  it’s  private  interests  of 
imperialistic  nations.” 

Franco  said  that  the  war  agdnst  AIDS  is 
being  lost  by  “govenunent  inaction  in  the 
form  of  graiocide  by  neglect”  while  “active, 
male,  military  technology  fights  the  Persian 
Gulf  battle.” 

“The  outcome  of  both  is  mass  death,”  he 
said. 

Many  gay  and  lesbian  participants  who 
were  interviewed  at  the  event  also  drew 
parallels  between  the  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  the  fight  to  end  the  AIDS  pandemic. 

“They’re  spending  money  on  the  war  and 
not  on  people,"  said  Kathleen  Dermody,  who 
traveled  from  Cedar  Grove,  N.J.,  to  attend 
the  protest  “And  it’s  a  chance  to  be  visible 
as  a  lesbian.”  Dermody  is  a  mainstay  of 
AT&T’s  Lesbian  &  Gay  United  Employee 
Group,  a  national  corporate  effort  to  promote 
workers’  visibility  and  equal  rights. 

“This  country  is  coming  apart  at  the 
seams,”  added  Kevin  Berrill,  who  runs  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  Anti- 
Violence  Project.  “We  have  more  people  who 
are  homeless,  and  the  battle  we  have  to  wage 
against  AIDS  has  a  long  way  to  go,  and  war 
is  just  a  misallocation  of  our  time,  energy  and 
human  resources,”  he  said. 

“When  this  war  is  over,  we’re  going  to 
wake  up  with  a  huge  hangover,”  said  Berrill. 

Activists  from  Greenpeace  and  Friends  of 
the  Earth  warned  other  protesters  about  war’s 
cataclysmic  effects  on  the  Middle  East’s 


environment 

“Weapons  of  mass  destruction  are 
manufactured  to  create  as  much  havoc  to  the 
physical  and  biological  environment  as 
possible,”  said  Peter  Bahouth,  Greenpeace’s 
executive  director. 

Bahouth  said  that  there  are  100  nuclear 
weapons  in  the  area,  plus  20  nuclear  reactors 
on  land  or  naval  vessels,  “with  great 
consequences  if  they  are  hit” 

“We’ve  heard  that  a  third  of  Kuwait’s 
1,000  oil  wells  have  been  mined.  If  they 
blow,  three  million  barrels  of  oil  can  be 
spewed  into  the  atmosphere... smoke  could 
theoretically  cover  100  million  square 
kilometers,  wreaking  havoc  to  the  area’s 
agriculture  and  economy,"  continued 
Bahouth. 

“Huge  oil  spills  in  the  Iran/Iraq  war  that 
covered  the  Persian  Gulf  killed  a  lot  of 
marine  life.  It  has  the  potential  to  impact 
many  more  lives  than  those  who  might  get 
cau^t  in  a  crossfire,”  he  said. 

While  the  event  drew  diverse  elements  of 
a  growing  anti-war  alliance,  participants 
expressed  different  ideological  and  political 
perspectives  about  the  war  itself. 

“People  here  who  say,  ‘America — love  it 
or  leave  it’  are  just  as  radical  and  fringe  as 
people  on  the  other  side  who  say  the  U.S. 
has  no  business  in  the  Middle  East,”  said 
Barrett  Brick,  of  the  World  Congress  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Jewish  Organizations. 

Standing  near  Bush  supporters  singing  the 
national  anthem.  Brick  criticized  Iraq  for 
“continuing  to  pillage  and  rape  Kuwait.” 

Rick  Rosendall,  a  member  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Activists  Alliance  and  the  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  here,  said  that  people  should 
know  that  the  gay  community  is  “not 
monolithic.” 

“While  we’re  not  happy  necessarily  about 
all  of  Bush’s  foreign  policy  that  led  to  this 
war,  some  of  us  recognize  that  there  is  evil  in 
the  world,  and  sometimes  we  have  to  fight 
it” 

Asked  to  comment  on  this  view,  a  lesbian 
from  East  Rutherford,  N.J.,  said  that  she’s 
still  studying  the  issue  to  find  an  answer. 
“People  continuously  [think]  I’m  defending 
Hussein,  and  that’s  not  what  it  is,”  said 
Georgia  Glancies,  a  factory  worker  and 
conununications  student. 

“I’m  defending  the  boys  and  women  over 
there.  I  just  think  sanctions  should  have  been 
givrai  more  time,”  said  Glancies.  “An  eye 
for  an  eye  only  leaves  the  world  blind,”  she 
said,  quoting  Gandhi. 

The  differences  between  participants  was 
evidence  of  a  largra  split  in  the  growing  anti¬ 
war  effort.  Many  peace  activists  did  not 
attend  the  Jan.  19  march  because  of  political 
differences  with  the  Coalition.  Organizers 
were  criticized  for  their  refusal  to  condemn 
Iraq’s  invasion  of  Kuwait  and  approve  of 
economic  sanctions. 

The  rally’s  gay  and  lesbian  contingent 
also  included  activists  who  opposed  the 
Workers’  World  Party’s  “isolationist 
appeasement”  of  Saddam  Hussein.  (WWP  is 
a  member  of  the  Coalition.) 

Another  rally  and  march  will  be  held  Jan. 
26,  beginning  at  noon  at  the  Capitol.  The 
upcoming  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
National  Campaign  for  Middle  East  Peace, 
students,  the  War  Resisters  League,  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  and  others  who 
have  condemned  Hussein’s  attack  on  Kuwait 
and  supported  sanctions  except  food  and 
medical  supplies.  . . 
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Prisoners  form  AIDS 
education  program 

The  AIDS  Education  Workshop  is  run  for  -  and  by  -  prisoners 


JOHN  ZEH 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  April.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  with  a  national  scope. 
May  include  some  analytical/feature  writing 
as  well.  Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff 
writer  for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of 
paper  and  processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly 
deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of 
national/Tocal  lesbian  and  gay  community  and 
issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational  and 
record-keeping  skills  as  well  as  knowledge  of 
data  entry  and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application;  March  8, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance 
through  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN 
offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their 
own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for 
innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  SL,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feeiings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  weicome  aii 
contributions  except  personai  attacks. 
Copies  of  ietters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity.  In  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  Intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  ^AN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
Inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  In  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes.  It  Is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to;  Community  Volces/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


The  wrong  message 

DearGCAT: 

Your  January  article  on  the  current  money 
problems  besieging  the  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Center  showed  timely  reporting  on  an 
important  and  developing  community 
organization.  Unfortunately,  it  also  supplied 
us  with  a  wrong  financial  message  from  the 
Center’s  leadership. 

Being  inactive  from  the  Center  since  the 
end  of  1987,  I’ve  never  had  the  occasion  to 
meet  its  presiding  President — Carol 
Wessling.  I’m  sure  Carol  is  an  intelligent 
woman;  I  know  she’s  well  intentioned.  But 
unless  the  Center’s  Board  of  Directors  and 
she  clearly  understand  why  the  Center  exists 
and  who  unabashedly  it  primarily  serves, 
that  I’m  afraid,  they’ll  ne^  to  resave  more 
monthly  copy  ^ace  to  cover  this  issue  again 
and  again. 

I  sense  the  time  is  approaching  when  The 
Centra- ’s  leadership  will  need  to  discipline 
itself  to  begin  to  iiiake  the  hard  decisions  it 
thought  it  could  possibly  elude.  As  the 


Center’s  evolution  continues,  financial 
dilemmas  such  as  this  one  will  help  to  remind 
its  Board  of  Directors  of  who  comes  first. 
Put  another  way;  Are  we  still  fully  servicing 
those  who  are  our  “bread  and  butter”  or  are  our 
clients  a  part  of  everything  we  do  here? 

In  business,  a  time  of  reflection  usually 
accompanies  a  downturn  in  sales, 
Shopkeepers-^big  or  small — often  equate  loss 
of  revenues  with  a  loss  of  customers.  True,  they 
could  be  mismanaging  the  store,  but  often  they 
are  simply  forgetting  about  the  needs  of  their 
specific  clientele.  Likewise,  The  Center’s 
leadership  is  slowly  doing  the  same.  Listen  just 
for  a  second  to  Ms.  Wessling’s  solution  for 
returning  us  to  solvency;  “What  we  need  now  is 
for  people  with  the  resources  to  write  big 
checks  to  start  writing  them  to  us.”  What  Carol 
is  apparently  saying  is  that  will  all  those  rich  or 
near  rich  gay  men  and  women  in  town,  please 
come  aboard  quickly...and  bail  us  out. 

Sound  familiar?  It  was  also  a  distress  cry 
heard  in  1988  by  The  Center’s  first  Board  of 
Directors,  adrift  in  a  sea  of  confusion  and 
uncertainty  over  how  to  fundraise  needed 
capital.  Shortly  later,  a  generous,  and 
independently  thinking  businessman  named 
Larry  Basile  muscled  up  a  “hunk”  of  25,000 
dollar  bills  to  pull  us  ashore  to  where  we  anchor 
ourselves  today.  But  how  often  do  we  want  to 
be  battered  by  these  money  squalls  at  our  home 
port? 

It’s  time  now  to  begin  to  rely  on  ourselves 
and  turn  true  course.  Specifically  to  those  who 
come  first — our  rank  and  file  group 
membership.  Mr.  Basile ’s  gift  to  us  was  timely, 
well  received,  and  useful,  but  the  size  of  it  h^ 
the  potential  of  continuing  a  precedent  that 
runs  counter  to  how  a  Community  Center  is 
basically  funded.  A  community  center  is  funded 
by  the  general  community  it  serves  and  not  a 
few.  To  depend  on  a  few  is  also  to  lose  hope  in 
the  many.  The  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men,  Inc.  was  established  to  provide 
affordable  rental  space  to  all  organized  or 
unorganized  gay  groups  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Our  main  or  primary  clients  in  this  collective 
corporation  are  none  other  than  these  groups 
and  their  members.  Since  we  can’t  be 
everything  to  everyone,  our  priority  of  service 
must  be  first  to  these  people.  Non-group 
members,  who  incidentally  form  much  of  The 
Center’s  volunteer  base,  are  vital  but  must 
recognize  this  priority  of  service.  Their  “group” 
is  the  Centra  itself. 

Ms  Wessling’s  Board  should  re-think  its 
litany  of  excuses  for  explaining  the  Center’s 
amassing  debt.  A  slow  national  economy, 
competition  for  funds  by  other  local  non-profits, 
their  delayed  fundraising  plan,  and  a  non¬ 
political  agenda  are  all  plausible,  but 
unpersuasive  in  explaining  a  swelling  $20,000 
deficit 

A  more  basic  reason  is  we’ve  cast  off  without 
an  entire  crew.  That  general  crew,  which 
includes:  our  Group  Tenants  and  their  members, 
the  Center  and  its  volunteers,  and  our 
community  and  its  contributors  can  all  heave 
together  in  heavy  weather,  there’s  only  one 
requirement:  they  must  be  fully  aboard  ship 
when  underway. 

Dennis  Esposito 

Roxbury,  Mass. 

$5  to  keep  informed 

Dear  GCN: 

Greetings! 

This  is  Kenneth  Lee  Royal  writing  from 
the  State  Correctional  Institution  at 
Graterford.  I  have  been  here  since  February 
11,1990,  for  Parole  violation. 

I  was  receiving  your  newspapers  at  the 
state  correctional  institution  at  Dallas  before 
my  release  Aug  30, 1989. 

Please  find  enclosed  a  $5.00  check  for 
payment  of  your  subscription  of  GCN.  I 
really  enjoyed  your  paper  during  the  last  2  or 
3  years  I  spent  at  Dallas  prison  and  would 
now  like  to  receive  it  here  at  Graterford.  I 
know  your  paper  is  free  to  prisoners  all  over 
the  country.  But  I  feel  as  though  I  do  owe 
your  organization  so  very  much  because  of 
the  moral  and  caring  support  while  I  was  at 
Dallas  Prison. 

I’ve  been  out  of  touch  with  our 
community,  and  really  need  to  get  back  on 
track. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Kenneth  Lee  Royal  #AY-6879 
P.O.  Box  244 
Graterford,  PA,  19426-0244 

Thoughts  on  conference 
coverage 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  white  feminist  who  had  occasion  at  the 
recent  I  Am  Your  Sistra  confraence  to  focus  on 
the  message  of  Audre  Lorde’s  essay  “Eye  to 
Eye,”  it’s  been  with  sadness  and  a  sense  of 
irony  that  I’ve  watched  the  acriminous 
exchange  in  GCN  about  coverage  of  the  event.  I 
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am  concerned  that  white  male  behind-the- 
scenes  decisions  about  what  merits  space  and 
attention  in  GCN's  features  section  may  be 
serving  to  promote  the  public  conflicts  between 
African-American  women  taking  place  in  the 
“margins"  (as  it  were)  of  the  paper’s  letters 
pages.  I  therefore  second  Barbara  Smith’s 
suggestion  that  GCN's  features  department 
consider  expanding  the  unaccountably  limited 
amount  of  space  it  has  devoted  to  the 
conference.  Such  an  expansion  could  take  the 
form  either  of  a  comprehensive  piece  of 
investigative  journalism  or  a  range  of 
commentaries  to  augment  the  contribution  of 
Ayofemi  Folayan.  I  applaud  Folayan  for  the 
piece  she  wrote  about  I  Am  Your  Sister — the 
most  recent  example  of  her  willingness  to  take 
risks  in  print — and  also  for  the  enormous 
amount  of  time  and  energy  she  volunteered  to 
help  make  the  conference  possible  in  the  first 
place.  However,  no  single  personal  opinion 
piece  could  or  should  be  sufficient  to  cover  an 
event  of  such  magnitude  and 
significance — especially  one  whose  very 
purpose  was  to  convene  a  diverse  group  to 
honor  a  woman  who  challenges  us  to  face  the 
difficult  differences  among  us. 

It’s  not  too  late  for  GCN  to  avail  itself  of  the 
opportunity  conference  organizers  provided  in 
bringing  together  so  many  lesbians  from 
various  constituencies  too  rarely  heard 
from — e.g.,  Arab  women,  Indian  women, 
Asian  women,  latinas  from  all  the  Americas, 
low-income  women  of  all  colors.  And  I  know 
I’m  not  the  only  dyke  who  would  like  to  see  a 
more  focused  and  productive  dialogue  about 
the  many  substantive  conflicts,  struggles  and 
issues  that  came  up  around  I  Am  Your  Sister 
both  during  its  plaiming  stages  and  at  the  event 
itself,  some  of  which  were  alluded  to  both  in 
Smith’s  letter  and  in  the  earlier  one  from 
Angela  Bowen.  Folayan  had  neith^  the  space 
nor  the  obligation  to  delve  into  all  of  these 
when  she  shared  her  consciously 
subjective — and,  it  should  be  noted, 
predominantly  favorable — ^impressions  of  the 
confCTOKe. 

In  terms  of  one  major  controversy  Folayan 
did  tackle  head-on:  though  she  may  have  b^n 
technically  guilty  of  sloppy  journalism  in  her 
account  of  accessibility  problems  at  the 
conference,  her  criticisms  and  her  anger 
nonetheless  echoed  the  sentiments  of  many 
people  with  disabilities  who  attended.  At  the 
time  of  the  conference,  I  was  temporarily 
disabled  by  a  knee  problem.  This  meant  that 
attending  workshops  on  the  upper  floors  of  the 
conference  site  took  a  considerable  amount  of 
effort,  and  that  going  to  the  bathroom  was  a 
major  undertaking.  I  can  only  imagine  how 
womra  who  face  similar  insults  and  obstacles 
evCTy  day  of  their  lives  must  feel  when  facing 
them  once  again  at  a  supposedly  inclusive  and 
politically  conscious  event.  The  good  faith  and 
best  intentions  of  the  organizers  are  not  the 
issue  here.  Outspoken  African-American 
sisters  like  Audre  Lorde  and  Barbara  Smith 
have  been  among  the  ones  to  teach  us  that  good 
intentions  don’t  cut  the  mustard  so  long  as 
actual  behavior  and  conditions  remain 
oppressive,  and  that  people  who  continue  to  get 
stepped  on  have  every  right  and  reason  to  be 
gpod-and-loudly  pissed  off  about  it  and  to 
expect  to"  be  heard  without  defensiveness.  As  I 
face  the  possible  implications  of  a  worsening 
knee  condition,  I  feel  tremendous  gratitude 
toward  Ayofemi  and  all  other  disability 
activists  for  every  ounce  of  righteous  anger 
they’ve  expressed  over  the  years — and  toward 
participants  in  the  Black  movements  of  the  past 
several  decades  for  providing  them  with  a 
model  for  this  struggle  for  dignity  and  access. 

Sincerely, 
Pam  Mitchell 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

How  about  if  it  was  done  to 
us? 

Dear  GOV: 

[This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  my  son,  I 
thought  you  might  like  to  print] 

Dear  Son, 

You  ask  me  why  we  should  not  be  in 
Kuwait  Let  me  explain  it  this  way:  Saddam 
Hussein  is  an  unreflective  narrow-minded  man 
who  took  an  asset  from  his  neighboring  tribe, 
or  nation  if  you  like,  in  order  to  benefit  his 
country.  Although  this  nation  has  powerful 
connections,  Hussein  refused  to  give  this  asset 
back. 

As  a  result  of  this  “leader,”  his  ambition,  his 
pretension  and  his  stubbornness,  thousands  of 
young  Iraqi  soldiers,  boys  like  you,  are  being 
burned  alive  in  their  trenches. 

The  bombs  have  been  sent  by  Bush,  acting 
according  to  his  interpretation  of  the  U.N. 
resolution,  to  force  Hussein  out  of  this  asset. 
Does  Bush  consider  himself  an  example  of 
good  moral  behavior  for  doing  this?  Or  is  he 
simply  doing  what  he  thinks  is  best,  financially, 
for  his  country?  (He’s  wrong  because  he  lives 


SPEAKING  OUT 


GCN:  A  community  effort 


By  the  GCN  staff 

For  almost  18  years,  GCN  has  provided 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  with  news, 
information,  analysis,  and,  perhaps  most 
importantly,  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas.  This  task  hasn’t  always  been  easy  in 
the  diverse  and  complicated  world  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  that  we  call  a 
“community,”  but  GCN  has  tried  to  be  a 
place  where  all  voices  can  be  heard. 

One  key  element  to  GCN ’s  success  has 
been  the  exhaustive  commitment  of  our 
readers — many  of  whom  have  been  with  us 
since  the  days  when  GCN  was  a 
mimeographed  community  newsletter.  Our 
readers  don’t  just  take  what  we  give 
them — they  also  help  shape  the  format  and 
mission  of  the  paper. 

In  the  past  year-and-a-half,  GCN  has  been 
undergoing  major  organizational 
restructuring.  As  the  paper  grows  and 
changes — broadening  our  readership  base 
through  direct  mail,  increasing  local 
distribution,  welcoming  new  writers, 
experimenting  with  different  layouts  and 
designs  through  desktop  publishing  —  we 
drought  it  might  be  time  to  describe  the  ins 
and  outs  of  GCN  in  1991. 

The  day-to-day  operations  of  the 
newspaper  are  handled  by  10  full-time,  paid 
staff  members.  The  staff,  which  runs  the 
paper  by  collective  process,  meets  weekly  to 
discuss  issues  important  to  GCN,  including 
content,  finances,  promotional  ideas,  etc. 
Every  staff  member  has  her  or  his  own  set  of 
responsibilities,  and  while  no  one  is  anyone 
else’s  “boss,”  everyone  is  accountable  to  the 
collective. 

In  addition  to  the  paid  staff,  GCN  is 
supported  by  a  wide  range  of  volunteers. 
Tha-e  are  many  ways  to  serve  as  a  volunteer 
at  GCN  .  One  is  by  sitting  on  the  Board  of 
Directors,  which  currently  has  eight  active 
members.  In  conjunction  with  the  staff,  the 
Board  is  the  organization’s  main  decision¬ 
making  body. 


Out  of  the  Board  and  staff  come  Standing 
Committees,  some  of  which  are  Personnel, 
Editorial,  and  Community  Relations.  Other 
volunteers  serve  with  staff  and  Board 
members  on  these  committees,  which  largely 
determine  the  organization’s  policies, 
priorities,  and  goals. 

There  are  other  important  ways  in  which 
GCN  relies  heavily  on  volunteers.  Without 
our  proofreaders,  data  entry  people,  and 
cartoonists,  there  would  be  no  GCN.  And 
even  if  there  were  a  paper,  without  our  Friday 
night  volunteers,  no  one  would  ever  see  it: 
just  come  down  to  the  office  any  Friday 
evaiing  to  wimess  staff  members  and  tireless 
volunteen  stuffing,  sealing  and  sorting  every 
single  newspaper. 

One  of  Jie  most  crucial  ways  volunteers 
support  the  paper  is  by  writing.  In  fact,  the 
majority  of  the  writing  in  GCN  is  done  not  by 
our  staff  reporters,  but  by  our  readers.  Some 
of  the  people  who  contribute  to  the  paper  are 
professional  witters;  many  are  not.  Some  of 
our  contributors  are  activists  who  are  tired  of 
being  ignored  by  the  mainstream,  and 
sometimes  even  the  gay,  press.  All  of  our 
writers  are  interested  in  bringing  lively, 
thoughtful  debate  to  a  diverse  and 
complicated  community. 

Another  thing  all  of  our  contributors  have 
in  common  is  their  dedication — to  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation  and  to  GCN.  How  do  we 
know  this?  Because  all  of  our  contributors 
write  for  free. 

And  we  ask  a  lot  of  our  writers.  Not  only 
do  we  sadly  inform  them  that  we  can  not 
offer  payment,  we  ask  that  they  not  print 
their  articles  in  any  other  publication  until 
after  they  have  appeared  in  GCN.  There’s  a 
good  reason  behind  this  guideline:  since 
GCN  is  a  national  paper,  we  must  present 
stories  that  can’t  be  found  anywhere  else. 

But  our  policies  put  us  in  a  bit  of  a  bind. 
NVhen  GCN  first  began,  there  weren’t  many 
other  places  where  one  could  read  about  gay 
and  lesbian  life.  Neither  was  there  a  lot  of 


competition  for  lesbian  and  gay  joumali.sts;  if 
you  wanted  to  write  for  a  gay  paper,  your 
options  were  pretty  limited.  But  the  gay  and 
lesbian  press  has  grown  enormously  in  the 
last  two  decades.  Most  major  cities  have  at 
least  one  local  gay  paper,  if  not  two  or  three. 
Publications  from  Iowa,  Arizona,  Georgia, 
Missouri  and  other  areas  outside  of  New 
York  and  San  Francisco  flood  GCN's  offices 
each  week. 

While  this  is  good  news  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  movement  in  general,  it  means  that 
it’s  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to  find 
writers  who  will  write  exclusively  for  one 
publication  —  for  free.  Many  involved  in 
GCN's  long-term  planning  believe  that 
paying  writers  will  be  necessary  if  the  paper 
wants  to  continue  comprehensive  coverage. 
At  present,  though,  we  still  face  our  most 
persistent  constraint:  money. 

And  that’s  where  our  readers  come  in. 
We’re  not  the  Boston  Globe  or  the  New  York 
Tunes',  we  don’t  have  mini-vans  or  24-hour- 
a-day  writers.  Instead,  GCN  is  a  community- 
based  organization  committed  to  covering  as 
many  aspects  of  gay  and  lesbian  life  as 
possible.  It’s  up  to  you,  our  readers,  to  make 
sure  we  live  up  to  that  commitment. 

Did  something  you  recently  read  in  GCN 
piss  you  off?  Inspire  you?  Make  you  laugh? 
Why  not  write  about  it  and  share  your 
thoughts  with  the  rest  of  the  community?  Are 
you  planning  to  attend  an  upcoming 
demonstration,  conference  or  other  event 
you’d  like  to  see  covered  in  the  pages  of  the 
paper?  You  can  ensure  that  coverage  by 
volunteering  as  a  GCN  writer. 

Above  all,  GCN  should  be  forum  for  all  of 
the  voices  in  the  diverse  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  And  we  are  a  diverse 
community,  with  strong  passions  and 
differing  agendas.  But  if  we  can’t  listen  to 
each  other,  we  can’t  be  sure  that  anyone  will 
listen  to  us.  There’s  room  for  all  sorts  of 
views,  opinions,  ideas  and  beliefs  in  GCN. 
Come  be  a  part  of  it. 


in  a  global  economy,  but  so  what?) 

Supposing  a  Larger  Powct  descended  on  us 
and  decided  that  Bush  was  wrong,  morally,  to 
use  force  against  Hussein,  and  this  Power 
asked  Bush  to  desist  or  risk  the  blasting  of 
American  Armed  Forces?  Do  you  think  that 
Bush  would  agree  and  surrender  his  decision? 
Do  you  think  he  would  automatically  submit  to 
the  force  of  this  Larger  Power? 

And  if  Bush  did  not  agree  with  their 
arguments  and  refused  to  submit  to  them 
simply  because  their  firepower  was  superior;  if 
he  was  stubborn  about  it,  do  you  think  it  would 
be  helpful  and  constructive  and  generally 
useful  for  this  Power  to  bum  young  men  and 
women  alive  in  their  trenches?  Would  it  solve 
the  problem? 

This  is  what  we’re  doing,  how  about  if  it 
was  done  unto  us?  Would  you  be  for  the  war 
against  us? 

Your  loving  mother 
Eliza  Wyatt 
Brookline,  Mass. 

P.S.  Bush  wrongly  thinks  opening  oil 
markets  this  way  will  benefit  our  country.  He 
forgets  we  live  in  a  global  economy.  Our 
government  will  spend  our  tax  dollars  to  pay 
for  the  war,  opening  up  oil  markets  for 
corporations  to  benefit  from.  These 
corporations  are  now  owned  by  everyone, 
except  increasingly  impoverished  Americans 
whose  inflation  will  not  allow  them  to  compete 
with  foreign  workers  whose  governments  have 
not  had  to  pay  for  a  war. 

HiMA! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  inform  you  of  a  group  which 
may  be  of  interest,  to  your  readers.  We  are 
HiMA!;  Homosexuals  in  the  Martial  Arts.  The 
members  of  our  group  range  fiom  all  different 
styles  and  ranks  of  martial  artists,  about  half  of 
our  membership  are  women. 

We  initially  formed  our  group  during  Gay 
Games  HI  in  Vancouver  this  summer,  and  have 
been  keeping  in  contact  with  each  other  across 
the  country  with  an  informal  newsletter.  We 
have  no  political  agenda;  the  purpose  of  our 
group  is  to  give  self-defense  seminars  in  our 
local  communities,  to  assist  people  in  selecting 
a  martial  arts  school  and  to  provide  a  national 
dialogue  for  martial  artists. 

I  know  that  many  people  read  your 
publication  and  we  would  like  to  reach  as  many 
gay  and  lesbian  martial  artists  as  possible.  Our 
most  recent  concern  is  the  amount  of  violence 
directed  toward  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  of 
guns,  bashing  back,  etc...  and  we  would  like  to 
provide  an  alternative  to  those  options,  hence 


our  desire  to  outreach  to  the  community.  Also 
being  an  individualized  “sport”  as  opposed  to  a 
team  activity,  many  people  who  train  in  the 
martial  arts  have  little  or  no  contact  with  other 
lesbian  and  gay  martial  artists.  That  is  another 
reason  for  the  existence  of  our  group. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  if  you  have  any 
questions,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

David  Lebovitz 
HiMA! 

PO  Box  590601 
San  Francisco,  CA  94159-0601 

Where  is  the  Pen  Pal? 

Dear  GCN: 

Curiosity  may  very  well  inspire  some  of  the 
readers  in  Gay  Community  News  to  participate 
in  a  Pen  Pal  Support  program  for  prisoners  for 
a  time  or  two.  But  it  does  not  sustain  them  for 
long.  Once  the  curiosity  is  satisfied,  the  call 
can  rapidly  fade  away.  There  are  those, 
however,  who  become  gripped  by  the  need  to 
comfort  our  gay/lesbian  prisoners  with  new 
motivation.  They  build  an  enduring  friendship. 

Gayfiesbian  prisoners,  be  it  political  or 
otherwise,  are  perceptive.  They  quickly  sort  out 
those  who  are  do-gooders,  those  who  are 
slumming,  those  who  use  prisoners  to  satisfy 
their  own  psychological  needs.  There  are  gay 
prisoners  who  want  pen  pals  for  friendship, 
informal  conversation  and  advice.  Some  may 
have  a  legal  litigation  or  monies  need.  All  are 
legitimate.  These  brothers  and  sisters  have 
remarkable  talents  and  abilities.  Some  are 
artists  who  design  stationery,  draw  pictures,  do 
excellent  paintings,  greeting  cards,  designs  for 
T-shirts,  etc.  Some  write  poetry,  construct 
editorials,  design  programs  for  projects  and 
have  written  various  well  known  books.  Thus, 
neither  has  to  use  the  other  in  any  negative 
sense,  for  these  can  be  mutually  established 
and  positive  friendships,  for  the  pen  pals  and 
the  prisoner.  Merchandise  produced  by 
prisoners  can  be  sold  at  top  dollar,  yet  many 
prisoners  have  little  outside  contacts  and 
resources. 

‘To  rehabilitate  one  must  be  productive.” 
However,  many  of  these  special  prisoner 
abilities  go  completely  unnoticed,  by 
organizers,  ordinary  citizens  and  governors  of 
various  states  in  our  nation.  Specific  proposals 
were  recently  made  by  state  officials 
(documented)  to  cut  back  on  spending  in  the 
correctional  systems.  This  will  immediately 
effect  both  education  and  vocational  training 
programs  now  offered  to  “rehabilitate”  the  vast 
thousands  of  prisoners.  Meanwhile, 
conectional  officials  make  a  score  from  the 
prison  industries  through  labor  exploitation. 

Our  gay/lesbiafl  prisoners  are  indeed  more  . 


oppressed  than  any  other  group  held  within 
prison  walls;  used  as  sex  objects,  for 
prostitution,  etc.  I  have  witnessed  the  suffering 
and  disorientation  caused  by  the  changes, 
sleepless  nights — filled  with  sorrow  and 
emotional  pain. 

One  branch  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  task  force, 
an  advocacy  group,  said  that  gays  are  seven 
times  more  likely  to  be  crime  victims 
(Newsweek,  March  12,  1990).  But,  how  many 
times  greater  is  it  that  gays  are  victimized  in  a 
prison  setting?  How  many  thousands  of  straight 
prisoners  (both  young  and  old)  are  “turned  out” 
gay  and  sent  back  out  into  society?  Yet,  many 
gay/lesbian  groups  will  not  accept  them.  Nor 
will  those  groups/publications  offer  them  a  pen 
pal  space.  Precisely  someone  with  whom  he  or 
she  can  discuss  everything,  and  come  to  know 
that  “human  being”  inside.  The  outsider  would 
be  able  to  see  them  as  a  real  person  and  relate 
to  them  as  a  person.  To  share,  this  reinforces 
my  own  identity  as  a  sweet  kind  and  loving 
“gay”  human  being.  Since  I  am  speaking  out  of 
experience,  this  is  in  accord  with  my  own 
experiences  and  extensive  knowledge  of  prison 
life,  which  is  drenched  with  sexuality,  both 
consensual  and  coerced. 

There  is  a  need  to  open  up  to  the  still 
suffering  gay  prisoners  like  myself.  As  we 
repay  society  for  statistics  sake,  remember, 
society  discriminates  “our”  gay  rights.  I  wish  to 
thank  the  staff  at  GCN  for  their  obvious 
concern  and  their  compassion  they’ve  shown 
me  with  their  prisoner  project.  My  sisters  and 
brothers,  you  too,  are  welcome.  Write  me. 

Yours  truly, 
James  Mills  90-C-1291 
Box  149,  Attica,  NY14011-0149 


BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute  articles 
.artwork  or  ideas  for  our  special  Black 
History  Month  Issue  to  be  published 
in  February?  Maybe  you'd  like  to  help 
coordinate  this  GC/Vtradition  and  help 
make  this  year's  Black  History  Month 
Issue  our  very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in 
Features  at  (617)  426-4469  to 
discuss  ideas,  or  drop  us  a  line  at 
GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Hoad 
Boston,  MA02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUST1C 
HEALTH 

669  Somen/Hle  Ave. 
Somervilla,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  Si. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUTO  BODY 

DM  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  Insurance 
reconanetMed  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  (or  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Carrtxidge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  ‘Parts  ‘Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  HELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somenrille  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridga/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Croaby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  iosses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSEUNG 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochituate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framingham,  M A  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  M A  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  SI. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  /Vccepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremenlo  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

Da  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
Da  PAUL  GROlPEN 
Da  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 
581  Boytslon  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  (or 
lesbIAns  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 


ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA  24-hr.  service 
1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D®A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)9264289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  4264469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  M A  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmoulh  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-FrI. 
9-9  Wak-ln  or  appl.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH  . 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  MovemenL 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)2668122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Canter  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clinic  tor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  SL 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-806352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hartpshire  St. 

Lawrerxre,  M  A  01840 
(508)  6867676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filrrV 
oomm'Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)8668448 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  SL 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Sollo.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M A  021 30 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWN'S  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfasL  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  aub  for  Women 
823  Main  St. 

Carrbridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4.PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sal.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 
• 

To  get  your  listing 
In  the  Community 
Guide  call  Trixi  at 
(617)  426-4469 


LIVING  WELL  SERIES 

presents 

an  introduction  to 

MEDITATION 

in  health  and  illness 

Tuesday,  February  12 
6-8  PM 

338  Newbury  Street,  Room  203 
No  charge 

The  Living  Well  Series  is  for  anyone 
interested  in  improving  their 
health,  regardless  of  HIV  status 

=  FENWAY 

=  COMMUNITY 

•  =  HEALTH 

CENTER 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


THIS  SPACE  CAN 
BE  HAD  FOR  A 
MERE  PITTANCE. 

CALL  TRIXI  FOR  DETAILS  61 7  426  4469 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Fannily  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge.  M  A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON, 

PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  /MANAGEMENT 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 

!! 

ii  _ _ _ 

LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRAaiNG, 

BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION. 

CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 
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Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


If  You’re  Involved 
With  Two  People 

not  sure  who  you  really  love 
. .  .afraid  of  getting  caught. . . 
knowing  you  broke  your 
commitment. .  .feeling  torn 
in  two. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Beth 

Schine, 

LOW 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  the  expansion 
of  my  practice  to  full  time  in  Framingham 
asof  January  1st,  1991.  My  experience 
and  expertise  include  working  with 
lesbian/gay  issues,  addiction,  incest 
survivors,  and  codependency. 

508  788-0797 

Located  in  Framingham.  Formerly  on  staff  at 
South  End  Counseling  Associates. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hepne 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

'V.Jf  — 

TO  VOLUNTEER:  call  267-0900 

A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


•  iNDivoMiAL  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

CoFurSg.  Boston,  MA(617)  266-2240 
Health  Insurance  accepted 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  a.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pfacitice  of  Law*  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  SL.  *  Boston  *  (617)  266-0760 


Entertainment 
by. 


Metal 


JOIN  BOSTON'S  FINEST  RESTAURANTS 
IN  SERVING  COMMUNITY  SERVINGS, 
THE  HOT  DEUVERED  MEALS  PROGRAM 
FOR  PEOPLE  UVING  WITH  AIDS. 


Tastings  from; 
Zuma, Icarus, 


West, and 


the  Pudding, 


o\,V\erS' 


a\oo(is. 


Creative 


Ce\eWa^'°^^’ 


and  more 


SUNDAY,  FEB.  3, 1991. 6:00  PM  AT  CITI 
15WNSD0WNEST.,  BOSTON. 
$25.00  CALL  (617)  330-9630 
OR  GET  YOUR  TICKETS  AT  THE  DOOR 


AMA 
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Hawley  said  that  general  practitioners 
would  not  be  affected  by  a  pro-disclosure 
policy  as  much  as  surgeons,  bwause  doctors 
who  are  trained  in  surgical  procedures  are 
more  likely  to  be  in  contact  with  patients’ 
blood.  Therefore,  Hawley  said,  pressure  for 
disclosure  would  probably  create  a  crisis 
among  specialists.  For  instance,  he 
continued,  “There  aren’t  enough  orthopedic 
surgeons  in  the  D.C.  area,”  and  if  they  are 
always  worried  about  getting  HIV  through 
contact  with  their  patients,  “the  pressures  on 
them  are  going  to  be  too  much.”  , 

Observers  agreed  that  they  were  especially 
struck  by  the  AMA/ADA’s  announcement 
because  of  the  scarce  scientific  evidence  that 
the  risk  of  doctor-patient  transmission  is  any 
more  dangerous  than  other,  unregulated 
problems,  such  as  the  risk  of  doctor-patient 
transmission  of  hepatitis-B.  Where  HIV  is 
concerned,  said  Hawley,  “They  simply  have 
no  hard  information.” 

Unfortunately,  said  Schatz,  the 
AMA/ADA  decision  to  encourage  disclosure 
does  not  seem  to  indicate  a  minority 
pCTspective  among  physicians  in  the  public 
positions.  “It’s  indicative  of  a  somewhat 
pervasive  attitude,”  he  said. 

— /iled  from  Boston 


ACT  UP 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 
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confronting  these  people,”  said  Cesar 
Carrasco  of  the  Latino  Committee.  “I  don’t 
know  if  anyone  had  pointed  to  the  level  of 
negligence  [in  Ferrer’s  administration] 
before.” 

Carrasco  told  GCN  that  Latino  AIDS 
activists  have  long  been  frustrated  with 
Ferrer,  who  has  not  been  willing  to  address 
them.  “He  wouldn’t  commit  to  a  meeting,” 
said  Carrasco.  “He  said,  ‘Stop  lecturing  me.’ 
We  said,  ‘Fine,  Fernando,  but  you’re  not 
saying  this  just  to  us,  you’re  saying  it  to  the 
whole  community.’  We  had  him  on  tape.” 

Carrasco  said  he  thought  activists  had  a 
difficult  relationship  with  Ferrer  because  “he 
thinks  he’s  a  fancy  Latino;  he  thinks  he’s  not 
a  Spic  anymore.  These  people  think  they’re 
beyond  accountability,”  Carrasco  said,  “and 
the  Latino  community  is  dying  in  silence.” 

ACT  UP’s  Latino  committee  also  stormed 
the  offices  of  New  York’s  Hispanic  AIDS 
Forum,  which  activists  claim  has  done 
“nothing”  with  its  yearly  million-dollar 
budget,  and  demanded  a  meeting  with  the 
board  of  directors.  Activists  say  that  the 
board  is  poorly  composed,  and  lacks  any 
gay,  lesbian,  or  HTV-positive  members;  they 
also  charge  that  the  Forum  is  goierally  out  of 
touch  with  the  Latino  community.  “It’s  in 
SoHo,”  Carrasco  said.  “When  has  SoHo 
been  a  Latino  neighborhood?” 

Although  ACT  UP  members  said  they 
were  pleased  with  the  day’s  events,  they  also 
remarked  that  it  was  still  early  to  guess  at 
what  the  long-term  effects  of  the  action 
would  be.  “It  just  really  depends  on  how 
people  want  to  run  with  it,”  said  Goldberg. 
“We  wanted  to  show  people  that  you  can  do 
things.  It  is  possible.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


Quality 

(617)  524-6822 

Printing 

Rescue 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
Ci  from  layout  to  bindery.  Cedi  us  for 

estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  •  0213D 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  '02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130.',  FAX  (6 1,7) .44.2.-64 39 
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of  massive  clinic  blockades  was  not  effective 
here,”  she  explained,  “because  the  pro- 
choice  community  organized  a  massive 
mobilization  against  them  and  made  sure 
that  the  police  and  the  courts  did  their  jobs 
too.” 

The  case  against  Opwation  Rescue  began 
in  April  1989  when  the  Planned  Paraithood 
League  of  Massachusetts  filed  a  class-action 
suit  against  65  abortion  clinic  protesters. 
Planned  Parenthood  charged  that  by 
blockading  access  to  the  clinics.  Operation 
Rescue  demonstrators  violated  the  civil 
rights  of  women  seeking  abortions  and 
abortion  clinic  personnel.  Other  plaintiffs  in 
the  suit  included  MASS  NOW,  Mass  Choice, 
the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights, 
and  three  abortion  clinics,  R^o  Associates, 
PretCTm,  and  Crittendon  Hastings  House. 

After  the  suit  was  filed.  Planned 
Parenthood  attained  a  preliminary  injunction 
prohibiting  Operation  Rescue  protesters  from 
physically  blocking  the  entrances  to  the 
clinics.  John  Henn,  Planned  Parenthood’s 
lawyer,  told  GCN  that  the  plaintiffs  are  now 
seeking  a  permanent  injunction  to  bar 
demonstrators  from  blockading  the  entrances 
or  trespassing  within  certain  areas  around  the 
clinics.  Henn  said  that  the  trial  is  scheduled 
to  begin  March  26,  and  that  the  attorney 
general  is  a  co-plaintiff  in  the  case.  This 
means,  Henn  explained,  that  if  the  suit  is 
successful,  the  attorney  general  will  be 
entitled  to  prosecute  criminally  any 


violations  of  the  injimction. 

Henn  also  told  GCN  that  he  has  a  strong 
feeling  that  the  SIC  will  not  honor  Operation 
Rescue’s  request.  This  is  Miley’s  third 
attempt  to  obtain  the  information,  and  the 
request  has  already  been  refused  by  Superior 
Court  Justice  Margot  Botsford  and  Appeals 
Court  Justice  Rya  Dreben.  Henn  said  that  at 
the  trial  court  level,  “The  judge  exercised  her 
discretion  to  say  that  whatever  relevance  the 
records  might  have  in  the  suit  was 
outweighed  by  the  constitutional  and 
confidentiality  rights  of  the  patients.” 

In  his  written  statements,  Hetm  argued  that 
there  are  particularly  strong  grounds  for 
patient  harassment  fears,  because  the  clinic 
records  were  requested  in  the  name  of  one 
Operation  Rescue  defendant,  Robert  Delery. 
Last  April  Delery  was  ordered  to  stop  posing 
as  a  “clinic  escort”  during  demonstrations. 

Deleiy  told  GCN  that  he  put  on  the  clinic 
escort  jacket  so  that  he  could  “get  closer  to 
the  girls”  to  tell  them  about  “alternatives  to 
abortion.”  He  also  said  that  the  Operation 
Rescue  lawyers  used  Ids  name  to  request  the 
patient  records,  but  that  the  infonnation  will 
serve  as  defense  material  for  all  the 
demonstrators. 

DelCTy  denied  that  the  clinic  information 
will  be  used  to  hassle  the  women.  “They’re 
trying  to  tell  us  that  we’re  prevarting  women 
from  getting  abortions,  and  we’re  saying  that 
we  need  to  know  who  these  women  are  and 
to  see  their  records  to  defend  our  case,”  he 
said.  “We  want  women  who  have  been 
denied  their  right  to  an  abortion  to  come 
forward  and  let  us  know  who  they  are.”  □ 


Prisoners 
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recognizes  those  prisoners  who  are  HIV 
positive  and  have  full-blown  AIDS-related 
illness.  In  general,  Gagnon  said,  “We  only 
know  that  about  one  in  30  prisoners  carry  the 
HIV  virus.  This  means  ffiat  there  is  two- 
thirds  of  the  prison  population  that  we  don’t 
know  about” 

Similarly,  Jiidy  Greenspan  said  that  while 
there  have  been  7,000  reported  cases  of 
AIDS  in  prisons  throughout  the  country  as  of 
November  1990,  she  believes  that  this  too  is 
a  low  figure. 

Greenspan  said  that  thCTe  are  similar  types 
of  prisoner-initiated  AIDS  education 
programs  in  New  York  State,  but  that 
prisoners  there  “have  run  into  a  lot  more  red 
tape.”  She  said  that  the  Massachusetts 
program  is  by  far  the  “most  sanctioned  by 
prison  officials,”  and  that  in  New  York 
prisons  there  has  to  be  “a  lot  of  underground 
activity. 

“The  fact  that  Norfolk  had  a  public  press 
conference  shows  the  straigth  of  their  AIDS 
program,”  said  Greenspan.  “If  the 
administration  didn’t  support  the  project,  it 
would  have  been  squelch^  right  away.” 

On  a  national  scale,  Greenspan  said  she 
doesn’t  “foresee  any  correctional 
administrations  starting  this  type  of  program 
themselves.”  She  explained  that,  “Prisons 
operate  on  control  relationships,  and  often 
administration  officials  feel  nervous  about 
independent  prisoner  initiatives.” 

However,  Greenspan  said  she  does  “see 
similar  programs  being  started  through  the 
influence  of  outside  AIDS  and  prisoner 
advocacy  groups.”  She  also  said  that  she 
believes  ex-prisoners  could  play  a  critical 
role  in  setting  up  these  workshops  “if  they 
are  willing  to  return  to  the  prisons  and  help 
the  prisoners  to  convince  the  officials  and 
organize  the  programs.” 

Doc  said  that  the  Norfolk  program  has 
been  so  successful  because  the  instructors 
have  taken  the  time  to  work  individually 
with  the  prisoners,  and  because  many  of  the 
prisoners  “have  a  personal  experience  with 
AIDS.”  He  explained,  “Either  they  know 
someone  who  is  HIV  positive,  or  they  know 
someone  who  has  died.” 

“I  saw  that  the  program  worked,”  Doc 
said,  “when  I  was  standing  in  the  line  at  the 
prison  canteen,  and  I  heard  one  guy  make  a 
joke  about  another  guy  at  the  front  of  the  line 
who  was  HIV  positive.  His  friend,  who  had 
been  through  the  AIDS  workshop,  turned  to 
him  and  said,  ‘Hey,  cool  it,  that  could  be 
you.’”  □ 


Correction 


A  photographer's  credit  was 
Inadvertantly  left  out  of  the  Jan. 
21-27  edition  of  GCN.  The  photo 
of  the  Dec.  8  demo  In  memory 
of  the  Montreal  Massacre 
was  taken  by  Jane  Cleland. 
GCN  regrets  the  error, 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS'*' JANUARY  28-FEBRUARY  3,  1 991  •  7 


Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scondras  examines  the  duplicitous  behavior  of  George 

Bush  in  setting  the  stage  for  War  in  the  Middle  East. 


By  David  Scondras 

The  madness  begun  by  two 
men,  one  cruel  and 
stubborn,  the  other 
inflexible,  hypocritical 
and  impatient,  continues. 
As  we  have  watched  the 
U.S.  war  on  Iraq  unfold,  many  have  felt  a 
sense  of  tranporary  relief  —  some  feel  a  relief 
bom  of  fascination  and  pride  with  our 
technological  capacity  to  destroy  with 
precision  and  speed.  Some  feel  relief  that  thus 
far  not  many  have  lost  their  lives  in  a  war  so 
few  understand.  But  most  of  us  continue  to, 
suffer,  wondering  with  a  feeling  of 
helplessness  how  long  the  madness  will 
continue  and  how  many  nations  will 
ultimately  be  dragged  into  it. 

But  we  must  call  for  a  difficult  discipline. 
We  must  ask  those  who  are  drunk  with  the 
excitement  of  war  and  those  who  are 
concerned  but  confused,  to  analyze  the 
causes,  identify  the  costs  and  assign  the 
culpabilities  that  surround  this  war. 

There  are  those  who  believe  that  patriots 
are  a  breed  of  missiles  made  in  Massachusetts 
and  who  are  mesmerized  by  the  dazzling 
technology  of  the  weapons  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  wrong.  The  real  patriots  are 
the  thousands  of  yotmg  people  in  the  deserts 
of  the  Middle  East  showing  the  world  their 
determination,  courage,  love  and  willingness 
to  defend  us  with  their  lives.  The  real  patriots 
are  also  the  thousands  of  Americans  who 
stand  in  solidarity  with  them  showing  the 
world  our  determination,  courage,  love  and 
willingness  to  defend  them  by  calling  for  an 
end  to  the  madness  of  this  war. 

These  patriots  have  a  message  for  George 
Bush:  “Bring  our  sisters  and  brothers,  sons 
and  daughters,  mothers  and  fathers  home.  Mr. 
President,  you  have  apparently  learned 
nothing  from  history,  and  want  no  one  else  to 
remembei’  it  But  we  remember.” 

We  remember  that  it  was  George  Bush 
who,  year  after  year,  supported  Iraq  with  $4.5 
billion  worth  of  agricultural  credits,  knowing 


full  well  that  they  were  being  used  to  buy 
arms.  We  remember  that  George  Bush  was 
warned  on  Feb.  24,  1990,  by  King  Hussein 
of  Jordan  and  Egyptian  President  Hosni 
Mubarak  that  Saddam  Hussein  was 
threatening  reprisals  against  Kuwait.  We 
also  remember  that  Bush’s  rq)ly  was  to  send 
his  friend  Robert  Dole  on  April  12  to  meet 
with  Saddam  Hussein  and  to  assure  him  of 
Bush’s  support  and  friendship,  this 
according  to  transcripts  of  that  meeting. 

We  also  remember  that:  after  it  was 
revealed  that  214  Bell  helicopters 
supposedly  sold  to  Iraq  for  “recreation”  wo-e 
converted  to  military  uses;  after  Bush  knew 
that  the  1985  shipment  of  the  rare  West  Nile 
Fever  Virus  from  the  U.S.  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  to  Iraq  ended  up  as  part  of 
Iraq’s  biological  warfare  program  and 
infected  Israeli  military  installations;  and 
after  George  Bush  knew  of  the  gassing  of 
Kurds,  it  was  he  who  mounted  a  successful 
campaign  to  defeat  the  sanctions  against  Iraq 
passed  by  the  U.S.  Congress  on  July  27, 
1990. 

Saddam  Hussein  told  George  Bush  point 
blank  the  he  would  attack  Kuwait  because 
that  country’s  government  would  not 
renegotiate  its  war  loan  to  Saddam  for  the 
Iraq/Iran  war — and  in  spite  of  a  warning 
from  the  head  of  the  CIA,  William  H. 
Webster,  five  days  before  the 
invasion — ^Bush  told  Saddam  through  the 
testimony  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
John  Kelly  before  a  House  Foreign 
Relations  Subcommittee,  that  when  Saddam 
attacked  Kuwait  he  would  do  nothing.  The 
U.S.  had  “no  opinion  on  the  Arab/ Arab 
conflicts  like  your  border  disputes  with 
Kuwait,”  (this  ftom  the  tape  recorded  words 
of  Bush’s  ambassador  who  spoke  directly 
with  Saddam  Hussein  on  the  authority  of  a 
cablegram  from  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
James  Baker.) 

It  was  George  Bush  who  did  nothing  as 
German  equipment,  French  Mirage  Jets,  and 
Russian  military  arms  were  given  or  sold  to 
Kuwait.  On  the  very  night  he  was  explaining 
why  he  had  sent  thousands  of  troops  to  the 


Body  bag  at  Government  Center 
desert  during  his  first  national  address,  ABC’s 
Nightline  news  showed  viewers  missile  parts 
being  loaded  in  Chicago  on  their  way  to 
Saddam  Hussein.  If  Saddam  Hussein  has 
chemical,  biological,  nuclear  or  even 
“ordinary”  weapons  of  destruction,  it  is 
because  George  Bush  and  the  same  Western 
allies  he  corralled  into  the  desert  gave  them  to 
him.  George  Bush  created  Saddam 
Hussein — we  should  send  Bush  to  fight  the 
weapons  he  allowed  Hussein  to  buy  and  bring 
our  children  back  home  where  they  belong. 

History  shows  us  that  this  is  not  the  first 
time.  Noriega  was  on  Bush’s  payroll  when 
Bush  was  Director  of  the  CIA,  and  as  Vice 
President,  Bush  supported  Noriega  with 
money  and  arms.  This  empowered  Noriega  to 
become  a  dictator,  and  Bush’s  solution  then, 
as  now,  was  war.  Today,  George  Bush  has  his 
arms  around  the  Dictator  Assad  of  Syria,  and 
we  tremble  to  think  where  that  will  lead. 

This  war  is  the  result  of  a  bankrupt  foreign 
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niOTOSt  Thouiuuids  of 
«ntl>'war  demonstrators 
gadiered  at  several  rallies  and 
marches  In  Boston,  |an.  15^17. 
Over  3,000  people  convened  at 
Government  Center  rallies, 
where  several  people  were 
arrested  while  attempting  to 
shut  down  die  |FK  Federal 
Building.  A  twilight 
demonstration  on  Boston 
Common  drew  over  5,000 
pcmple.  After  tills  rally,  a 
spontaneous  march  wound 
tiirou^  city  streets  with 
activists  blocking  major  arteries 
along  Storrow  Drive  and  tire 
CaDahan  Tunnel  at  rush  hour. 
164  activists  were  arrested  In 
all.  Major  teach-ins  about  the 
war  In  the  Middle  East  have 
occurred  regularly  at  local 
colleges  fan  the  Boston  area.  - 


MARILYN  HUMPHRIES 


The  misogyny  and  homophobia  at  the  root  of  mainstream  war  coverage 


By  A41chael  Bronskl 


W 


riting  this 
as  the  world 
soars  into 
the  sixth 
day  of  the 
U.S.  led 

war  against  Iraq,  it  is  startling  that  there  are 
still  almost  no  reports  of  casualties.  This  is 
perhaps  the  first  war  in  history,  certainly  in 
this  century,  in  which  there  is  no  quickly 
forthcoming  body  count  after  massive 
bombings  in  sevCTal  countries.  Ironically,  yet 
weirdly  right  in  a  sort  of  metaphoric  way,  we 
do  hear  about  Barbara  Bush. 

The  day  before  the  deadline  for  the  start  of 
her  husband’s  war,  the  First  Lady  managed  to 
steo-  her  sled  into  a  tree  and  break  hor  leg.  In 
a  script  turn  that  would  probably  have  been' 
rejected  by  the  writers  of  Cop  Rock,  Barbara 
was  removed  from  the  scate  of  the  accident 
in  the  manly  arms  of  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger,  a  one-time  Mr.  Universe, 
right-wing  fund-raiser,  and  now  the  head  of 
the  President’s  Council  on  Physical  Fitness. 
While  neither  the  government  nor  the 
newscasters  are  telling  the  public  how  many 
deaths  have  occurred  in  the  war  so  far,  we 
do — in  both  print  and  electronic 
media — ^receive  the  occasional  cheery  notice 
of  Barbara  Bush’s  improving  condition. 

This,  of  course,  is  all  mordantly  ironic,  like 
something  you  might  find  on  Twin  Peaks.  But 
it  also  underscores  how  deeply  gender 
difrerentiated  the  reporting  on  the  war  against 
Iraq  is,  and  how  this  language  is  shaping  and 
controlling  popular  pCTceptions  and  feelings 
about  both  the  bombings  and  U.S.  policy  in 
general. 

War  has  always  been  a  masculine  province. 
Even  when  a  woman  is  blamed  for 
war — ^Helen  of  Troy,  with  her  tempting  and 
vain  beauty,  is  clearly  the  prototype  here — it 
has  been  the  men  who  decide  battle  plans  and 
who  get  killed.  Ovct  the  centuries  war  has 
assumed,  taken  on,  a  gaidered  language  that 
by  relying  on  sexual  innuendo  and 
insinuation  both  reflects  and  justifies  sexual 
stereotypes  and  hatreds.  This  war  is  no 
difi^oiL 

Perhaps  the  most  striking,  if  historically 
overused,  sexual  metaphor  to  be  found  in 
news  rqxnts  every  day  is  that  of  “rape.”  “The 
rape  of  little  Kuwait,”  and  “the  rape  of 
innocent  Kuwait,”  are  phrases  that  have 
appeared  in  almost  every  newscast  since  the 
invasion  of  that  country  by  Iraqi  troops.  And 
while  there  have  been  reports  of  Kuwaiti 
women  being  raped  by  Iraqi  Special  Forces, 
the  phrase  “The  Rape  of  Kuwait”  refers 
simply  to  the  entree  of  hostile  foreign 
soldiers.  But  it  is  through  the  image  of 
rape — sexual  violation  of  an  innocent, 
passive,  essentially  feminine  persona — that 
early  news  coverage  primed  the  U.S.  public 
(as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world)  to  accept  the 
upcoming  war. 

If  Kuwait  had  not  been  portrayed  as 
“innocent”  (in  sexual  terms  that  translates  as 
“not  trampy  or  sluttish”)  or  “passive”  (unable 
to  defend  itself)  or  “feminine”  (not  man 
oiough  to  fight  back),  there  would  be  little 
public  sympathy  for  the  already  set-in-place 
U.S.  policy.  Who  wouldn’t  rush  to  defrad  an 
innocent  lady  in  diiSress? 

The  use  of  the  rape  metaphor  is  hardly 
new.  It  has  been  used  in  recent  and  past 
history,  and  always  as  a  nationalistic  self- 
justification;  you  nevCT  heard  about  the  “rape 
of  poor  little  Panama,”  or  of  “the  rape  of 
innocent  Grenada,”  in  the  U.S.  press.  Susan 
Brownmiller  in  her  1975  Against  Our  Will: 
Men,  Women  and  Rape,  details  the  use  of  the 
rape  metaphor  especially  in  regard  to  the 
German  invasion  of  Belgium  dunng  the  First 
World  War. 

To  help  stir  anti-German  sentiment,  the 
Allies  reported  (and  turned  into  nationalistic 
propaganda)  the  n^ies  of  Belgian  women  by 
German  soldios.  The  piteous  idea  of  these 
“helpless”  women  became  so  identified  with 
the  German  invasion  that  Belgium  itself 
became  identified  as  the  victim  of  rape.  The 
country  was  rqiresented  in  countless  posters 


Government  Center  anti-war  rally 
and  political  cartoons  as  a  beautiful,  long¬ 
hair^  woman  laying  at  the  brutal  feet  of  the 
ugly  Hun.  (The  fact  that  Belgian  women 
were  actually  raped — as  were  women  of 
other  countries  by  the  Allied  troops — ^was  of 
no  interest  or  concern  to  the  propagandists. 
War,  after  all,  isn’t  about  women;  it’s  about 
mrai.)  While  it  is  no  surprise  that  that  even 
in  1991  the  metaphor  of  the  rape  of  an 
“innocent  victim”  would  once  again  come  to 
the  forefront  of  the  language  of  war 
coverage,  it  might  have  been  nice  to  see  it 
scrutinized  and  questioned — even  a 
little — by  the  public  and  press. 

Of  course  “rape”  is  hardly  the  only 
gendered  and  sexukized  word  being  used  as 
a  metaphor  to  discuss  the  war  today.  It  is 
common  to  hear  again  and  again  in  the  same 
newscast  how  American  or  British  missiles 
“penetrated”  Baghdad  and  how  much 
damage  they  caused. 

After  a  night  in  which  there  were  no 
missile  attacks  on  Israel,  the  Cable  News 
Network  anchor  asked  their  Jerusalem 
bureau  reporter  how  it  felt  to  finally  spraid  a 
night  “unmolested  by  the  sounds  of  air  raid 
sirens  and  explosions?”  The  phallic 
implications  of  projectile  missiles  are 
obvious  enough  without  the  Defense 
Dqiartment  and  newscasts  using  language 
to  make  it  sound  like  an  orgy.  Who  gets 
fucked  and  wfro  does  the  fucking  is  of  great 
interest  to  all  concerned  here.  On  one  level  it 
makes  more  obvious  the  point  of  who  is 
stronger  and  who  is  weaker.  But  on  another 
level  it  also  reinforces  sexual  bdiaviors  and 
stereotypes  in  our  everyday  culture  and 
reality.  Tiiis  is  something  in  which  those  in 
power  also  have  a  great  deal  of  intraest. 

Perhaps  the  most  obvious  is  the  twisting  of 
the  pronunciation  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 


name.  Sometime  during  the  press 
conferences  held  this  past  September, 
George  Bush  changed  his  pronunciation  of 
the  Iraqi  leader’s  moniker  from  “Sa-daam,” 
(with  its  stress  on  the  second  syllable)  to 
“Sodom”  (as  in  “and  Gomorrah.”)  Not  only 
does  this  call  up  biblical  images  of  the  evil, 
decadent  and  untrustworthy  cities  on  the 
plain,  but  in  the  past  week  it  has  actually 
taken  on  a  more  sexualized,  homophobic 
meaning  and  intent.  Two  pro-war 
demonstrators  at  a  Boston  rally  last  week 
carried  a  sign  that  read  “Sadaamy”  with  a 
caricature  of  a  missile  aimed  squarely  at  a 
man’s  buttocks. 

fri  fact,  the  whole  notion  of  sodomy  as  the 
ultimate,  humiliating  rape  overrides  all  of  the 
sexualized  suggestions  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 
name.  This  clearly  pays  into  age-old, 
traditional  Western  fantasies  of  Eastern 
sexuality.  The  Crusaders  (a  phrase  and 
concept  we  have,  surprisingly,  not  heard 
much  of  this  time  around)  of  the  Middle 
Ages  brought  back  tales  of  the  sultan  of 
Egypt  and  Syria,  Saladin,  and  his 
preddection  for  buggering  boys.  They  relied 
upon  accepted  Christian  responses  to  these 
“unnatural  acts”  to  stir  up  support  for  the 
Crusaders’  imperialistic  and  wasteful 
expeditions.  (Ironically,  noble  Crusade 
leader  Richard  the  Lion  Hearted  was  a  well- 
known  boy  buggerer  himself;  hypocrisy  and 
public  relations  lies  are  limited  neither  by 
country  nor  century.) 

Interestingly  enough,  during  the  first  week 
of  actual  combat.  Bush  changed  his 
pronimciation  again.  This  time  he  shifted  to  a 
broad,  American  flat-land,  “Saad-dam” 
(accent  on  the  first  syllable).  This  suggests 
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THE  TOP  FOUR  A>ni'WAR 
SLOGANS  AND  CHANTS 

seen  and  heard  at  Boston-area 
peace  rallies:* 

4.  It's  a  dick  diing. 

3.  Bombing  for  peace  is  like 
fucking  for  celibacy. 

2.  Send  George  Bush, 

Send  Dan  Quayle, 

Send  Neil  Bush 
When  he  gets  out  of  Jail. 

1.  Fags  suck  dlcJc, 

Dykes  llcJi  labia, 

U.S.  out  of  Saudla  Arabia. 

THE  WORST  FOUR 
PRO'WAR  CHANTS 

heckled  at  Boston-area 
peace  rallies:* 

4.  Go  to  Bagdad. 

(Baghdad  has  replaced  Russia 
in  this  post-Cold  War 
'America:  Love  it  or  Leave  it" 
chant.) 

Kill  Saddam,  Kill  Saddam, 

Kill  Saddam... 

(Shouted  at  top  of  lungs 
again  and  again  until  eyes 
glaze  over  and/or  vocal 
chords  give  out.) 

No  slack  for  Iraq. 

(Note  unimaginative  meter 
and  rhyme  scheme.) 

Kill  Saddam  with  a  nucular 
bomb. 

(Most  hawks  pronounce 
“nuclear"  as  "nucular.") 

“  compiled  by  C.  Wittke 


The  |3hAllic: 
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of  fkrojecLfile 
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concerned. 


Scondras 
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policy  that  supports  dictatorships  abroad  with 
money  and  weapons  for  short-term  gains, 
ignores  human  rights  violations  and 
injustices,  and  then  tells  our  childrrati  to  give 
their  lives  to  destroy  the  monsters  it  creates. 

But  we  remember  history,  and  history 
remembers  George  Bush  as  duplicitous.  He 
originally  told  Congress  that  troops  were  salt 
to  the  Middle  East  to  protect  Saudi  Arabia 
from  attack,  but  he  really  sent  them  to  drag 
the  U.S.  into  a  war.  Bush  told  Hussein  that  he 
was  willing  to  negotiate  until  Jan.  15,  1991, 
but  he  was  never  willing  to  negotiate.  Bush 
said  that  economic  sanctions  against  Iraq 
were  not  working.  But  every  person  who 
went  to  Iraq,  including  Bush’s  own  experts, 
told  him  that  sanctions  had  stopped  97 
pacent  of  Iraq’s  oil  from  being  sold.  They 
also  reminded  him  that  throughout  the 
history  of  sanctions,  the  average  time  they 
need  to  work  has  been  19  months.  Bush 
knew  that  sanctions  were  working  and  he 
knew  that  they  needed  far  more  than  the  five 
months  he  allotted  for  them  to  get  the  job 
done. 

George  Bush  has  also  told  us  repeatedly 
that  this  war  is  to  restore  “the  legitimate 
government  of  Kuwait.”  Of  course,  a 
legitimate  government  in  Kuwait  would  be  a 
govemmait  that  derived  its  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed.  The  United  States 
President  cannot  call  the  restoration  of  a 
monarchy  a  legitimate  anything.  A  U.S. 
President  should  support  the  people  of 
Kuwait  determining  who  their  leaders  will 
be. 

In  speech  after  speech,  George  Bush  has 
told  the  world  that  this  war  is  not  about  oil. 
That  is  a  lie.  If  Kuwait  exported  bananas,  he 
would  have  sent  a  telegram,  not  troops. 

Later,  Bush  said  that  this  war  is  about 
protecting  the  worlds  supply  of  oil.  Yet  those 
countries  that  use  the  most  of  that  oil,  Japan 
and  the  European  countries,  were  the  most 
unwilling  to  arrive  in  the  desert,  the  least  in 
number  to  arrive  in  the  desert,  and  the  last  to 
agree  to  war.  Those  countries  have  had  to  be 
dragged  kicking  and  screaming  to  even  bear 
the  slightest  part  of  the  financial  burden  of 
the  oitire  venture. 

If  George  Bush  were  really  worried  about 
oil,  he  would  have  supported  the  effort  to 
mandate  cars  that  get  40  miles  per  gallon.  If 
he  were  really  worried  about  oil,  he  would 
have  spent  the  $100  million  a  day  this  war 
has  cost  on  insulating  the  homes  of  Chicago, 
San  Francisco,  New  York  and  Boston,  not 
bombing  the  bunkers  and  homes  of  Baghdad. 

If  he  were  really  worried  about  oil,  he 
would  have  begun  a  war  against  wasting  it, 
financed  recycling  and  water  conservation, 
15  watt  lightbulbs  and  flow  restrictors,  not  a 
war  to  win  control  of  Kuwait.  If  oil  were 
really  a  vital  national  intaest,  he  would  have 
had  an  energy  policy  based  on  national 
defense  to  make  the  United  States  self- 
reliant,  independent  of  the  oil  in  the  Middle 
East.  If  oil  were  really  so  important  that  its 
supply  is  worth  a  war,  then  the  failure  to 
conserve  would  be  an  act  of  treason.  George 
Bush  is  not  conconed  with  U.S.  dependence 
on  oil,  he  is  concerned  with  who  controls  the 
profits  made  from  selling  that  oil. 

George  Bxish  finally  says  that  this  war  is  to 
create  the  dream  of  a  “new  world  order.” 
Those  of  us  who  remember  history  know  that 
phrase  was  the  central  theme  of  Adolf 
Hitler’s  book  Mein  Kampf,  and  shudder  at 
Bush’s  insensitivity.  Bush  gives  us  the  same 
old  world  order,  in  which  the  end  justifies  the 
means,  might  makes  right,  and  the  working 
people  and  poor  of  the  world  are  made  to  pay 
to  protect  the  privileged  of  the  world.  None 
of  the  people  fighting  on  either  side  of  this 


war  owns  an  oil  company  or  lives  in  a  palace, 
and  we  are  all  sick  of  the  leaders  that  make 
us  suffer  to  protect  their  powers  and  the 
privileges  of  their  economic  elite  status. 

Bush  says  repeatedly  that  this  war  will  not 
be  another  Vietnam,  but  it  is  already  anotha 
Vietnam.  Vietnam  was  the  outrage,  the 
helplessness  and  the  fear  we  all  felt  as  we 
drifted,  out  of  control,  to  war.  Bush  acts  as  if 
the  only  problem  with  \fietnam  was  that  it 
went  too  long.  The  problem  with  Vietnam 
was  that  it  was  wrong,  just  as  this  war  is 
wrong. 

This  war  is  wrong  because:  the  U.S.  has 
have  not  been  attacked,  national  security  is 
not  at  stake;  it  is  about  control  of  oil,  not 
about  democracy  or  human  rights;  it  is 
bleeding  the  U.S.  of  the  money  desperately 
needed  to  house  homeless  people,  feed 
hungry  people,  and  to  cure  sick  people;  it  is 
creating  a  war  on  Amoica  that  is  killing  the 
U.S.  citizens  most  in  need  of  those  U.S. 
dollars. 

How  did  we  come  to  this  sorry  place  that 
divides  the  country  and  brings  pain  to  every 
heart?  Over  thirty  years  ago,  Dwight 
Eisenhower — a  career  military  man  who 
knew  the  U.S.  military  system  as  no  otho- 
and  the  Republican  President  of  the  United 
States  from  1953-1960 — ^was  a  most  unlikely 
prophet.  He  warned  in  his  farewell  address 
“of  the  acquisition  of  unwarranted  influoice, 
whether  sought  or  unsought,  by  the  military- 
industrial  complex.” 

Today,  U.S.  citizens  have  inherited  the 
failure  of  our  leaders  to  curb  that  machine  of 
war.  Thae  is  now  a  standing  volunteer  army 
of  over  1.5  million  people  to  keep 
controversy  to  a  minimum.  This  army  is 
disproportionately  filled  with  people  who  are 
poor  and  people  of  color  who  might 
otherwise  find  themselves  facing  dead-end 
jobs  and  discrimination.  This  army  is 
supplied  by  an  array  of  companies  addicted 
to  an  ever-increasing  supply  of  war  dollars.  It 
is  a  huge  complex  that  produces  no  food,  no 
housing,  no  health  care,  no  bridges,  no 
schools,  but  that  bleeds  every  taxpayer  and 
that  desperately  needs  enemies  to  keep  the 
reason  for  its  existoice  alive. 

As  long  as  this  continues,  we  will  never 
see  an  end  to  the  history  of  war.  The  weapons 
of  war  are  addictive,  a^id  they  are  produced 
by  the  war  industries  around  the  world  and 
sold  to  every  nation  that  cannot  produce 
them.  This  creates  the  conditions  for  an 
endless  series  of  wars;  and  it  will  not  be  until 
the  drunk  awaken  firom  this  latest  war  binge 
that  the  true  scale  of  what  they  have  done, 
and  the  cost  of  their  addiction,  will  become 
clear. 

We  who  oppose  this  war  also  have  a 
dream,  not  of  a  new  world  order,  but  of  a 
new  national  leader.  We  dream  of:  a  leader 
who  creates  a  family  of  nations,  a  family  that 
ro  longer  has  leaders  wanting  to  wage  wars 
to  win  peace,  a  leader  who  knows  war  can  be 
replaced  by  the  tool  of  economic  persuasion, 
reflecting  die  reality  that  the  modem  world  is 
increasingly  interdependent  and  that  no 
nation  can  long  afford  to  ignore  the  world’s 
decision  to  isolate  economically. 

This  will  have  to  be  a  leada  who  stands  up 
for  self-determination,  democracy;  not  a 
leader  who  supplies  dictators  with  money 
and  weapons  and  technology.  This  will  be  a 
national  leader  who  puts  an  end  to  the 
endless  cycle  of  Friend  Today/  Devil 
Tomorrow.  This  will  be  a  new  world  leader 
who  pays  as  much  attoition  to  the  injustices 
of  the  invasions  of  Chad  and  Timao  as  to  the 
invasions  of  countries  that  are  rich.  A  new 
world  leader  who  agrees  to  ban  weapons  of 
mass  destmction,  does  not  allow  weapons  of 
war  to  be  sold  without  universal  consent, 
who  pays  attention  to  the  needs  of  all  the 
people,  not  just  the  powerful  and  the 

Continuedon  page  II 
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Holistic  Health  Services 

Positive  Energy  In  A  Changing  World. 


At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  our  community's  primary  healthcare 
facility,  we're  interested  in  helping  you  create  your  optimal  well-being. 

The  highly  trained 
and  experienced  prac¬ 
titioners  of  our  Holistic  Health  Services  honor  your  wholeness  as  a  person, 
and  work  with  you  to  develop  a  personal  healthcare  plan  that  unites  your 
body  and  mind. 

•  Massage  -  reduce  stress  and  gain  a  more  positive  outlook  •  Chiropractic 
-  align  your  spine  correctly  to  alleviate  nerve  pressure  and  support  your 
body's  innate  wisdom  •  Acupuncture  -  strengthen,  balance  and  protect 
your  body  by  regulating  its  flow  of  vital  energy  •  Polarity  Therapy  -  acti¬ 
vate  your  body's  core  energy  centers. 


Everything  we  do  is  designed  to  empower  you,  and  help  you  lead  the 
healthiest  life  possible.  Call  us  for  more  information, 
and  a  free  consultation:  (617)  267-0900,  ext.  252. 

Day  and  evening  appointments  are  available  Monday  through  Friday. 

Holistic  Health  Services,  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


USE  YOUR  MOUTH... 


caujhe;fu|pine! 

1-900liUN-1990 

VOICEMAIL  PERSONALS  AND  MORE 


your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


Gill' 

SELEmONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 


Gay  owned  and  operated  $2/niin. 
More  information  (305)  565-4455  ext.2355 


Demonstrators  at  Government  Center 


Bronski 

Continued  from  centerspread 

less  the  soon-to-be-destroyed  by  fire-and- 
brimstone  city  than  the  prince  of  daiitness 
himself:  Satan.  And  you  though  that  “jihads,” 
holy  wars,  were  declared  only  by  Muslims. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  while  the  metaphors 
being  used  to  describe  this  war  are  all  similar, 
they  each  have  important  singular 
implications  and  nuances.  They  are  protean; 
their  meanings  change  depending  upon 
situation  and  intent.  Hussein  has  “sodomized” 
Kuwait — an  unnatural  act,  “rape,”  associated 
with  a  coirupt  Middle  East^  sexuality  not 
unlike  that  described  by  the  Crusaders. 
Hussein’s  shelling  of  Israel  is  only  a 
“molestation” — something  more  than  copping 
a  feel  on  a  bus  but  less  than  a  violoit  physical 
assault.  Ihe  incessant,  continual  bombing  of 
Baghdad  by  the  U.S. — ^which  is  causing  at 
least  as  much  pain,  suffering,  disease  and 
death  as  that  experienced  by  Kuwait  since  the 
Iraqi  invasion,  a  fact  completely  blacked  out 
of  the  media  by  the  U.S.  government — are 
healthy,  normal  “penetrations.” 

Part  of  this  sexualized,  linguistic  usage 
might  be  explained  by  the  self-evident 
Freudian  symbolism  with  which  men  have 
always  imbued  military  life  and  doings.  But  it 
is  a  mistake  to  view  such  usage  in  a  purely 
psychological  vein — of  course  men  in  powCT 
act  out  their  dick  fantasies,  but  that  is  only  the 
most  superficial  level  here.  The  sexualization 
and  gendering  of  war  language  is  a  way  not 
only  to  shape  but  control  a  heterosexual, 
misogynist  and  racist  view  of  the  world. 
These  metaphors  and  images  are  based  on 
culturally  induced  primal  fears  and  anxieties 
to  which  people  respond  on  non-intellectual, 
even  covertly  emotional  levels. 

This  language  of  war  is  not  really  anything 
new.  But  what  is  intaesting  this  time  around 
is  that  the  U.S.  armed  forces  are  in  a  unique 
historical  situation  with  an  invading  army 
comprising  both  fighting  men  and  fighting 
women.  While  these  women  are  not  in 
combat  positions — or,  wouldn’t  you  know  it, 
eligible  for  combat  pay — they  are  in  the 
popular  imagination  part  of  “our  fighting 
mat.” 

It  wtis  particularly  amusing,  especially  in 
the  early  part  of  the  invasion,  to  hear 
newscasters  stumbling  and  then  slowly 
learning  how  to  say  “the  men  and  women 
overseas.”  The  very  idea  of  so  many  women 
in  such  positions  (at  great  risk  when  ground 
fighting  breaks  out)  is  such  a  new  one  that  its 
linguistic  conception  is  still  somewhat 
problematic.  It  is  the  presence  of  these 
women  that  make  the  ubiquitous  nature  of 
such  ovmiding  male-orient^,  sexualized  and 
gmdered  terminology  so  starkly  evident 

It  is  one  thing  for  men  to  speak 
metaphorically  about  “rape”  and 
“penetration”  since  these  terms  are  rarely 
u^  about  men,  but  it  will  be  curious  to  see 
how  and  if  this  language  will  change  now  that 
actual  women  are  involved  in  occupying 
armed  force.  Placing  so  many  womoi  in  such 
a  dangerous  situation  will  surely  have  an 
affect — not  only  on  social  and  military 
policy — but  also  the  world,  phrased  and 
metaphors  used  (by  the  Right  and  the  Left)  to 
describe  those  situations.  Perhaps  we  will  see 
changes  in  anti-war  language  and  slogans, 
maybe  even  the  obvious  rejoinder  to  the 
sexism  of  the  popular  ’60s  (fraft-resistance 
button:  “Girls  Say  Yes  to  Girls  Who  Say 
NOl” 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  by 
Michael  Bronski  examining  the  sexual  and 
political  implications  of  the  militarization  of 
language. 


Scondras 

Continutd  from  page  10 
privileged. 

We  need  of  a  President  who  first  spends 
money  here  at  home  on  health  care, 
education,  housing  and  the  environment. 
Who  frees  that  money  from  the  addictive 
military  spending  that  is  destroying  our 
ability  to  take  care  of  ourselves.  A  President 
who  fights  to  end  apartheid  in  South  Africa; 
who  stops  funding  the  oppressive 
government  of  El  Salvador;  who  persuades 
the  very  monarchies  that  today  are  called 
“our  allies”  in  the  Gulf  to  treat  women  with 
the  respect  they  deserve;  who  fights  to  end 
I/,  social  apartheid  against  gay  and  lesbian 
2  people  here  in  the  U.S.;  who  fights  to  end 
E  racism  and  poverty;  and  who  listens  to  her 
§  people. 

^  I  do  not  believe  that  Americans  want  to  be 
^  the  terror  of  the  world.  I  believe  Americans 
want  to  be  an  example  for  others  to  follow. 
George  Bush  could  become  that  new  world 
leader  by  putting  an  end  to  the  madness  of 
this  war  before  it  widens  and  lengthens  and 
drinks  the  blood  of  our  children  and  mixes  it 
with  the  oil  of  the  desert,  all  in  the  name  of 
greed  and  gasoline.  □ 

The  preceeding  article  is  based  on  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  author  at  an  anti-war 
demonstration  on  the  Boston  Common,  Jan. 
19. 


INFORMATION 

NATIONAL 

National  Campaign  for 
Peace  in  the  Middle  East 
(N.Y.)  (212)  227-0221 

White  House  Comment 
Line  (D.C.)  (202)  456-1  I  I  I 
To  register  your  opinions 
about  the  war 

Capitol  Switchboard  (D.C.) 
(202)  224-2181 
To  contact  congressional 
representatives  and 
senators 

(or  call  their  local  offices 
in  your  area) 

BOSTON  AREA 

Urgent  Action  Hotline 
(617)868-1867 
For  recorded  info  about 
demonstrations, 
teach-ins,  etc. 

American  Friends  Service 
Committee  (617)  661-6130 
For  the  latest  info  about 
demos  and  ongoing  events 
in  the  Boston  area  and 
Eastern  Mass.,  draft 
counseling,  etc. 

Emergency  Coalition  for 
Peace  in  the  Middle  East 
(617)  661-8066 
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vets  who  had  served  in  the  Gulf  War  and  had 
come  to  demand  from  the  President  their 
rewards  for  answering  his  call  to  arms. 

Just  as  President  Truman  ordered 
integration  of  the  ranks  in  1948,  Bush  may 
have  no  choice  but  to  order  that  1332.14  be 
rescinded.  And  it  would  be  a  multi-layered 
irony  if  this  dirty  and  dishonorable  war 
resulted  in  a  great  political  victory  for  gay 
and  lesbian  servicepeople,  whose  closets 
have  been  declared  essendal  to  their  survival 
in  the  military.  □ 
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01990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 
WITHOUT  NOTICE 


TALK  LIVE 
NATIONWIDE! 


SI  PER  MIN  •  $2  1st  MIN  •  ©1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. YOU 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  lo  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  Si., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  lo 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  reluming  to  Boston 
after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


WL26  5'4"  llSlbs  seeks  queer  women  for  romantic 
evenings  and  afternoon  outings.  I  love  dancing 
videos  movies  museums  and  making  out.  Also 
lingerie  leather  hotels  travel  and  erotic  photography. 
Music:  Cocteau  Twins,  Siouxsie,  Throwing  Muses, 
Velvet  Underground,  Patsy  Cline,  Billie  Holiday, 
Kathleen  Battle.  Chcrrie  Moraga  Sharon  Olds  and 
Sylvia  Plath  send  me.  Politically  active  but  not  P.C. 
Prefer  warm  weather.  Adore  the  ocean.  Will  try 
almost  anything.  I  like  to  sweat.  Write  to:  GCN  Box 
501.  Photo  a  plus.  (28) 


NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION 

WLF  38  resolves  to  meet  warm,  secure,  WLF  32-42. 
Someone  who  loves  movies,  sports,  music, 
socializing.  Not  into  game  players,  smokers  or 
heavy  drug-usage.  Box  434  (29) 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Qr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


YOU  WANT  IT-NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Bet^  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun  (617)  848-0027  (27) 


Charming  Providence  girl  seeks  your  immediate 
attention.  You  must  enjoy  naps,  fine  food,  drink, 
books  and  films  (must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
Brattle  has  reopened  in  Cambridge)  and  have  no 
strong  aversion  to  lounging  or  having  a  cocktail  5:00 
PM.  I  am  23.  I  am  looking  for  someone  to  have 
good  conversations  and  good  sex  with  this  winter. 
Age  and  race  Unimportant.  If  you  are  someone  who 
knows  when  you  deserve  a  day  off,  maybe  you'd  like 
to  spend  one  with  me.  Write  lo  GCN  Box  DUS 


OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heaven!  Send  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  I'll  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it !  GCN  Box  358 


Beautiful  tall  young  LF  seeks  strong  dyke  to  fuck. 
You:  smart,  funny,  and  able  to  communicate.  Me; 
progressive,  active  and  looking  for  a  fun,  safe  lime. 
A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead  and  have  a  great  sense 
of  style.  Let's  talk!  GCN  Box  405 


I  want  a  queer  punk  girl  who  will  hold  my  hand  in 
the  streets  and  kiss  me  in  the  MFA  I'm  femme  not 
passive  WL  26  I  aspire  to  health.  Send  letter  and 
photo  lo  GCN  Box  435 


GWM  single  attractive  44.  Tall  trim  masculine 
professional.  Seeks  an  in  shape  homy  top  over  65  to 
give  great  service  to  on  a  regular  basis.  No  hassles 
dmgs  or  booze.  GCN  Box  444  (fr27) 


TOP  BY  DAY,  BOTTOM  BY  NIGHT 

1  want  a  MAN  who  is  assertive,  aggressive  and 
masculine.  Who  gets  turned  on  by  the  thought  of  a 
hairy  dark  Italian  waiting  to  fuck  him.  Fm  6"2".  225 
lbs,  under  thirty  and  all  hair,  including  on  my  face. 
I  like  to  Fuck,  and  enjoy  a  number  of  other  activities 
both  vanilla  and  as  a  serious  player.  My  partners 
need  to  be  able  to  be  my  equal  at  all  limes,  someone 
who  doesn't  equate  being  a  bottom  with  weakness  or 
passivity.  Contact  Box  230,  GCN. 


New  York  City  man  seeks  buddies  into  jazz,  20th 
century  “classical”  music  and  poetry.  Write  Box  116, 
1405  Avenue  Z,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11235 


BUTCH  IN  THE  STREETS . 

...bottom  between  the  sheets.  Sexy  dyke  seeks 
seasoned  top  to  spice  up  my  life.  Interested?  Think 
you  have  what  it  takes?  Write  me  at  GCN  Box  545 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENMS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine  ‘Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  ‘Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 


ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  'st  25  words;  351  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  X _ number  of  runs  $. 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  utegory  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  [  I  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □'RIDES  □  MOVERS  POTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  '  $  . 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lOVo  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $, 

□  31-1-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I'm  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
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Help  Wanted  ■  Help  Wante 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 


And  we  are.  We  provide  com¬ 
passionate,  comprehensive 
medical  and  mental  health 
services,  substance  abuse  treat¬ 
ment  and  HIV  education  to  area  residents  and 
to  members  of  New  England’s  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Our  innovative  HIV  Research 
and  Treatment  Programs  are  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  and  our  services  are  highly  respected 
by  the  medical  community.  See  what  a  differ¬ 
ence  your  abilities  make  here: 

Gynecologist 

Part-time  position  (10  hours/week)  for  BC/BE 
gynecologist  to  provide  primary  and  consult¬ 
ing  gynecological  services  within  our  Medical 
department. 

Licensed  Practical 
Nurse 

Full-time  position  for  LPN  with  current  Mass, 
credentials.  Providing  general  nursing  support 
within  Medical  dept.  Responsibilities  to  in¬ 
clude:  patient  triage,  intake  interviews,  ad¬ 
minister  medication,  coordiriate  patient 
referrals,  assist  medical  providers,  review  lab 
results,  communicable  disease  reporting,  pa¬ 
tient  tracking  &  follow-up.  Recent  ambulatory 
nursing  experience  required. 

Modical  Assistant 

Full-time  position  for  individual  with  at  least 
one  year  of  training/experience  in  some 
aspect  of  medical  terminology,  preferably  as 
a  nursing/medicai  assistant.  Will  assist 
providers  and  nursing  staff  in  patient  care,  in¬ 
cluding:  taking  and  recording  of  vital  signs, 
assisting  during  patient  exams,  taking  EKGs, 
obtaining  specimens,  cleaning  &  stocking 
exam  rooms,  equipment  preparation  and 
other  duties. 


Medical  Records  Clerk 

Full-time  position  in  busy  department.  Prepar¬ 
ing,  pulling,  filing  and  maintaining  medical 
records.  Telephone  contact  with  patients  and 
clients.  Medical  records  experience,  some 
knowledge  of  medical  terminology  and  ex¬ 
posure  to  computers  is  desired. 

Medical  Technologist 

Full-time  position  (4-10  hour  days/week,  1 
Saturday/month)  for  MT  (ASCP)  or  equivalent. 
Responsible  for  specimen  collection  and 
processing,  including  phlebotomy  and  routine 
testing.  Experience  in  Flematology  and 
Chemistry  desired.  Working  with  gay,  lesbian 
and  FIIV  +  populations. 

Receptionist 

Full  and  part-time  positions  for  outgoing,  per¬ 
sonable,  professional  individuals  in  busy 
multi-departmental,  multi-service  health 
center.  Experience  in  medical  or  mental 
health  setting  is  required,  as  is  extensive  tele¬ 
phone  experience.  Word  processing  ex¬ 
perience  is  a  significant  plus. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries,  excellent 
benefits,  and  a  dynamic,  progressive  environ¬ 
ment.  Please  forward  resume  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115.  No  tel¬ 
ephone  calls  please.  FCHC  Is  committed  to 
equal  opportunity  employment;  women,  per¬ 
sons  of  color,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocoration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 
Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly! 
Call  426-4469.  Thanks! 

HELP  US— 

Do  you  like  to  look  at  photos? 

How  do  you  feel  about  filing? 

Well,  don’t  miss  this  oppotunity  to  do  both. 
GCAf  needs  volunteers  to  file  photographs 
For  more  details  call  426-4469 


ADVOCATE 

Full  time  coordinator  needed  to  plan,  develop,  and 
implement  strategies  for  systems  change,  to  provide 
information  and  advocacy,  and  to  develop  a  legal 
internship  program.  For  a  copy  of  the  job 
description,  please  call  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Action  Council  at  612-822-0127. 
Deadline  for  cover  letter  and  resume — February  15. 
(27) 


HELP  WANTED! 

Data  entry — GCN  is  about  to  enter  its  next  phase  of 
development.  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  imput  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  information 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
426-4469  and  ask  to  speak  to  Frank  Slrona.  Thanks! 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  C^all  731-6228.  (28) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

ftee  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too !) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Rorida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE.  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station. 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  YAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
President).  (29) 


Radio/Cable  for/aboul  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zen,  1455  CYiapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


THE  AIDS  MASTERY 

NEXT  WORKSHOP  FEBRUARY  8-9-10 

For  further  information  call  Northern  Lights/New 
England  at  423-3035.  There  is  an  alternative  and  it  is 
here  in  Boston.  (27) 


LESBIAN  ARCHIVES  OF  PARIS 

After  five  years  of  collecting  and  documenting 
French  Lesbian  history  culture  and  politics  the 
Lesbian  Archives  of  Paris  are  facing  eviction.  New 
accomodations  are  needed  in  order  to  continue  to 
make  this  rich  collection  of  documents  available.  We 
urgently  need  your  contribution.  Mail  lo  Archives 
Lesbiennes  BP  362  75526  Paris  II  France  Tel:  48  05 
25  89) 


Roommate  Wante 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  S450 
hid.  (508)685  6139 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


All  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN  UNTIL 
YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  until  noon. 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE 

Two  lesbians,  non-smokers,  seek  non-smoking 
lesbian  for  3BR  apartment  Dining  room,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  garden,  laundry,  piano,  near 
transportation,  $395  (617)  868-1561.  Sorry  no  pets. 

(23) 


JLF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  cozy  apt  in  JP.  Next  to 
JP  Licks,  Pond,  T.  Porch  is  in  treetops!  Independent, 
communicative,  friendly,  ftedi  524-4252 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohol/dmgs.  Available  now.  Call  522-9351.  (23) 

Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 

to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $372  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
§99-2976  (24) 

GM  to  share  2  floor,  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo. 

Accross  from  train.  Furnished,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  firetclace,  yard,  A/C  wall  to  wall,  M50 
month  includes  util.  508-745-7236  (25) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome,  mahogany  furnished  room 
in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  males.  $395  inch  util.  665-6082  (23) 


LF  wanted  to  share  spacious,  sunny  apt  in  house, 
tree-view  porch,  parking,  W/D,  quiet,  convenient 
area,  near  trans.  Watertown.  No  smoke.  $325  923- 
9087  (23) 


SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  and  cal  seeks  roommate  for  large,  sunny  apt. 
near  Davis  sq.  Friendly,  independent.  Available  Jan. 
15  or  Feb.  1 .  $325  +  776-4955  (26) 


GM  &  Blk  lab  seek  GM  to  share  Wollasten  beach 
(Quincy)  sunny,  spacious,  safe  apt.  on  beach,  short 
walk  to  T.  Many  xtras  $350/mo  +l/2util  smoke  OK 
617-770-1197  (29) 


$  187.50/MONTH  LOVE  IS  THE  KEY 

Three  is  a  magic  number  but  these  eclectic  lesbians 
seek  4th  for  independent  Somerville  apt  Available 
now.  Check  it  out  776-7123 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  prof.  LF  30+  for  furnished  bedroom.  Non- 
smoker  $400  includes  kitchen  priv.  W/D,  and  all 
utilities.  Avail  now.  Call  492-5396  (26) 


INMAN  SQ 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  apartment  in 
quiet,  convenient  neighborhood.  Wood  floors, 
washer,  dryer,  drug  &  smoke  free.  Your  pet 
negotiable.  $415  includes  everything  or  $365+ 
l/2util.  623-6212  (26) 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

GM  seeks  roomaie  spacious  sunny  2  bdr.  apartment 
second  floor.  I'm  38  pelfree  smokefree  $400  inch 
heal  w/d  call  524-0095  Mac  (26) 


2JLF  and  1  JF,  12  stepper,  seeking  woman  for 
spacious  warm  vegetarian  Davis  Square  home, 
washer/dryer.  No  smoking,  drugs,  pets.  Minimal 
alcohol.  $320+.  Available  now.  629-4437  (26) 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

4  GM  (28-30)  seek  roommate  for  spacious  house 
near  forresi  hills  T.  $240+  call  524-8682  or  482 
2440  or  524  6772  (26) 


ASHMONT  ARU 

L  seeks  2  rmmls  25+  3  BR  apt  safe  quiet  nr  T  shr  L 
DR  K  den  W/D  hav  cats  325+  ht  +  util  265-7220  aft 
6:30  (27) 


SOMERVILLE7TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pks,  drugs. 
$275Ano.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt. 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  300+.  923- 
4370.  (23) 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

LF  seeks  BIF  or  LF  to  share  sunny  JP  Apt.  $388  inci 
utilities.  Pets  are  OK.  522-0663.  Feb.  1  or  March  1. 
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STEPS  TO  THE  REDUNE 

Seeking  female  to  share  2  bedroom  apt.  Safe  quiet 
Dorchester  neighborhood  (near  JFK/UVJASS  T-Stop) 
$325/mo  includes  everything  except  phonel  825- 
1734  Available  now! 


DORCHESTER 

GWM  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  Viet  apt  in  quiet 
neighborhood  350  includs.  all  utilities  W/D  available 
2/1  282-4761  (27) 


2Room  available  $240/mo  inclusive.  Hadley 
farmhouse  apartment,  big  field  and  yard.  Five 
minutes  to  UMASS/Amherest;  20  to  Northampton; 
commuting  distance  to  Springfeild.  Two  gay, 
vegetarian  non-smoking  males  looking  for  like- 
minded  adult.  413-549-0081  Matthew  (27) 


WINTHROP/  HARBOR/VIEW 

Creative  effervescent  gay  female  seeks  two  prof,  gay 
females/males  for  large  3  bedroom  house  two  bath 
deck  fireplace  pkg.  near  bus/T  $333+  No  pets 
Smokers  O.K.  Bev  451-5359/8463773  Avail  2/1/90 


HARVARD  SQUARE 

LF  and  BF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  BF  for  aptoment  ten 
minutes  from  Havard  Square.  Late  20's  preferred, 
women  of  color  welcome.  $341.67/  month  plus 
utilities.  Available  February  1st.  Please  call  623- 
1588  (25) 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

3  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman  for  out  beautiful, 
friendly  semi-coop  home  near  pond  and  T.  No  pets  or 
smoking.  $270/mo  +  util.  Avail,  now.  522-7466 

(26) 


DORCHESTER 

GBF  seeks  LF  28+  to  share  Ig.  sunny  apt  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  $400  including  all  utilities  W/D  no 
smoking^ts  Avail.  1/15  or  2/1  288-0886 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  L's  and  1  GM  in  mid-twenties. 
Third  floor  apt.,  secure,  with  washing  machine  and 
porch.  5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus,  and 
close  to  orange  line.  Small  market  directly  accross 
the  street.  Prefer  nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please 
be  responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $212.50 
plus  utilities..  Available  January  1st.  Call  Lama  524- 
7794.and  leave  message,  or  try  days. 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  U  BEL/UMB 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt.  on  tree-lined  street.  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  864-4314  (22) 


JAMAICA  PUIN  NUR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heal  522- 
6012  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PUCE? 

I  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dales  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  green+orange  line.  You’d  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  negot.  Call  522-7720  +  Iv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt.  $425/mo.  Apt.  is  huge  w/2  porches,  EIK  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 
782-2665  (22) 


DORCHESTER  TOWNHOUSE 

Ashmonl  mature,  resp.  non-smoking  2  GWM 
seeking  same  share  spacious  sunny  home.  2  min  to  T. 
Washer  Dryer  Work-Out  equipment  parking/piano. 
$350.+  Util  Mike  267-8171  or  282-7078 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


UMBRIDGE  SUBLET 

Feb/March/Apr.  Room  in  4  bedroom  LF  household 
non-smoking,  no  drugs,  min.  ale.  25+,  $215+  util. 
864-4913  (26) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


3LFs  are  looking  for  one  other  to  share  large  sunny 
JP  apt.  Near  T.  Well-equipped  kitchen.  No  smoke 
semi-coop.  Rent  240+  Avail  Feb  1. 983-0599 


A  P  A  It  T  MJMTS 


JAMAICA  PUIN 

Two  room  apartment  on  second  floor.  Sunny, 
hardwood  floors.  Share  deck,  washer  and  dryer. 
$400.00  includes  heal.  Owner  occupied.  Near 
Orange  Line  524-8739  (27) 

Sunny,  part.  Bay-view  2  BR  w/wood  floors,  2 

porches,  backyard,  pels  O.K.,  on  Jones  Hill,  near 
JFK/UMASS  +  Red  line.  $650+  Available  now. 
Please  call  288-9136 

Dorchester  Meeting  House  Hill  2  bdrm  5  rm  apt  on 

2nd  fl  of  3  decker  EIK  hardwood  floors  front  and 
back  porch  water  view  5  mins  to  T.  Avail,  now 
$650  (617)436-5134  (28) 

Somerville  one  bedroom  apt  newly  renovated. 

Sunny,  deck  near  T.  Sullivan  sq.  776-0662  Owner 
$600  heated 


CAMBRIDGE 

IBR  apartment  near  central,  harvard  square. 
Hardwood  floors,  very  spacious.  500/mo  includes 
heat.  Great  for  single  student.  Call  436-5471  leave 
message.  (27) 
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Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I18G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winihrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and,  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergeneraiional  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

need  someone  to  talke  to  about  being  gay 
the  way  I  can't  talk  to  my  family.  Fm  just 
ooking  for  a  Mend,  but  if  it  leads  to  more, 
what  can  I  say?  I'm  a  Black  gay  man, 
sincere  and  easy  going.  Robert  Walker, 
t22392,  P.  O.  Box  607,  Carson  city,  NV, 

89702 _ 

Lonely  gay  man  doing  hard  time  with  no 
one  outside  to  write  to.  I  need  penpals  for 
friendship  and  more.  I  like  all  kinds  of 
books  and  music.  I'll  answer  all  who  write, 
^^arry  Lyndz,  #101302,  Union  Correctiorial 
nstitution.  PO.  Box  221-20-237,  Raiford, 

FL,  32083 _ 

Bisexual  male,  would  like  to  meet  a  kind,, 
lovable  gay  man  for  an  everlasting 
relationship.  No  games  please.  Chris  Wise, 
#103247,  Martin  Correctional  Institution, 
1150  Allapattah  Rd.,  Indian  Town,  FL, 

34956-4397  _ 

How  do  I  catch  your  eye  out  of  all  of  these 
ads?  I'm  not  really  sure,  but  here  goes:  Gay 
male,  aubiun  hair  and  green  eyes,  seeking 
new  friends.  My  ambitions  include 
sincerity,  honesty,  intimacy.  Write  Bill 
YqteL  C-29719,  P.O.  Box  8101  -  7310,  San 

,uis  Obispo,  CA,  93409 _ 

Ji  at  age  12,  now  50,  Looking  for  open- 
minded  pen  Mend.  Age  no  problem,  will 
respond  to  all  that  are  bi  or  gay.  Robert  H. 
Voss,  186762,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd., 
Vfuskegon,  MI  49442-6298.  (Can  receive 

mail  from  prisoners) _ 

Hack  male,  love  to  write  hot  letters,  so  let 
me  hear  from  some  of  you  hot  girls  out 
there,  and  the  the  ones  that  are  locked  up 
too.  All  letters  will  get  a  letter.  Titus  Yoimg, 
#432731,  P.O.  Box  4400,  Huges  Unit, 

Gatesville,  TX,  71528 _ 

Gay  American  Sioux  Indian,  would  like 
very  much  to  correspond  with  sincere  gay 
males  on  the  outside.  Enjoy  baseball, 
footbalL  reading  and  Indian  culture.  I  would 
like  a  true  friend/possilble  lover.  Troy  C. 
Smith,  #15689,  Box  30,  Pendleton,  Indiana, 

46064 _ 

Gay  Egyptian  male,  serving  a  short 
sentence  in  America.  I'm  lonely  for  a  Mend, 
affectionate,  sincere,  caring.  I'm  a 
vegetarian,  karate  expert,  environmentalist 
into  books,  yoga,  jogging,  chess.  Eric 
nelson,  #892442,  P.O.  box  41,  Michigan 

IJity,  Indiana,  46360 _ 

Hack  male,  interested  in  writing  TV/TS  in 
the  free  world  who  are  looking  for  a  Mend 
to  exchange  interests,  experiences  and  a  pic. 
Can't  write  other  prisoners.  Marvin  "Shala" 
Wright,  #03800-054,  P.O.  Box  1000, 

.ewisburg,  PA  17837 _ _ 

Gay  male,  blue  eyes,  raijoys  art  and  poetry. 
Fm  lonely  and  have  no  family  support  Send 
photo,  will  return  a  photo.  Jamey  Stewart, 
#39737,  3D-5,  1012  W.  Columbia, 

Farmingtoit  MO  63640 _ _ — 

Lonely  gay  jnisonCT  desires  corresjxmdence 
with  sincere  gay  man.  Outdoor  type,  enjoys 
swimming,  sailing,  skiing.  R.  Alan  Watts, 
#837914,  A-111,  500  Orange  Ave.,  Belle 

Glade,  Fl  33430 _ _ _ 

If  you  are  the  Conell  from  Michigan  who 
answraed  the  Teddy  Bear  ad  about  Darren 
in  PA,  will  you  please  write  and  tell  me 
your  address!  Darren  Combs,  AK7403, 
Drawer  K,  Dallas,  PA  18612-0286 _ 


Prisoner  Project  Friends:  Sorry  it  took  so 
long.  We're  a  bit  behind,  but  catching  up 
flow!  1  Best  wishes  to  all. 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IH  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 
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35  year  old  lesbian,  would  like  to 
correspond  with  someone  warm,  sincere 
and  understanding.  Fm  a  loner  and  would 
appreciate  someone  honest  and  willing  to 
be  a  true  friend  and/or  more.  Hobbies 
include  poetry,  writing,  reading  and  sports. 
I  love  music  of  all  kinds.  Laveme  Jackson, 
Cl 60 130,  #83,  Broward  Correctional 
Institution,  P.O.  Box  8540,  Pembroke 

Pines,  Fla,  33024 _ 

Fm  known  as  Roxanne,  young,  lonely  and 
seriously  in  need  of  friends.  Would  you 
please  write  Sandra  Baldwin,  #161034, 
P.O.  Box  8540,  #371,  Pembroke  Pines,  Fla, 

33024 _ 

Dominant  Black  woman,  seeking  feminine 
womrai  for  correspondence,  B.K,A.  Heavy 
D-  Get  with  me,  Deborah  Leach,  #905-363 

P.O.  Box  535,  Jessup,  MD  20794 _ 

Latina  woman,  libra,  Fve  been  here  for  five 
years  already  and  have  two  more  to  go.  I'd 
love  to  write,  and  maybe  you'd  like  to  hear 
what  I  have  to  say.  Janet  Pillot,  #11595, 
Drawer  E,  North  Hall,Clinton,  NJ  08809 _ 


Gay  male,  serious  person  looking  for 
serious  relationship,  Write  J.R.  Franklin,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box,  215,  Ma^,  NC  28554 _ 

Gay  male,  red  hair  and  blue  eyes,  looking 
for  fim  and  Mends.  I've  8  months  left,  and 
will  answer  all  who  write  (can't  write  other 
prisoners,  sorry)  Fm  recovering  alcoholic 
and  addict.  I  like  good  reading,  rock  and 
roll,  football,  and  debating  everything! 
Speak  Spanish  and  French.  Michael 
Wethered,  04445-045,  P.O.  Box  33,  Unit  1- 

C,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  47808 _ _ 

Gay  male,  doing  53  years  in  CA,  seeks  pen 
pals  for  lasting  friendship  and  support.  I 
can't  receive  or  write  to  other  prisoners.  All 
other  letters  answered.  Larry  Percival,  E- 
43835,  P.O.  Box  7500,  A-4-224,  Crescent 

City,  CA,  95532-7500 _ 

Gay  man  seeks  hot  letters  from  she  males 
and  queens,  for  fun  and  possible 
relationship,  Shawn  Osborn,  #60550, 
Arizona  State  Prison,  10,000  S.  Wilmal  Rd. 

Tucson,  AZ  85777 _ 

Seeking  gay  men  to  write  to  and  trade 
"pictures"  with.  Fm  into  horse  back  riding, 
reading,  sci-fi  and  fantasy,  waterskiing. 
Write  FrJITilr  "IT"  Pottorenn  P.O.  Box  400, 

#13216,  Rawlins,  WY,  82301 _ _ 

Bi  male  looking  for  gay  Mendship  that  may 
turn  into  a  relationship  when  I  get  out  of 
here  (fondness  for  TV/FS).  I  enjoy  poepty, 
music,  martial  arts,  outdoors,  collecting 
photgraphs.  I  can't  write  other  prisoners  but 
will  write  anyone  else  who  writes.  Joseph 
Hopper,  P.O.  Box  78426,  Florence,  AZ 

g5232 _ _ 

Gay  male,  30,  HIV-i-,  seeking  other  gay 
males,  any  race,  who  are  HFV-f.  Fm  in  iwed 
of  a  big  brothCT  -  someone  I  can  talk  to  and 
someone  who  cares  and  understands  what  I 
am  going  through.  I  will  answer  all  letters. 
Timonthy  Manus,  #85-A-8326,  P.O.  Box 
#367- A,  Dannemora,  NY,  12929. 


Mixed  Black  and  white  gay  male,  business- 
minded,  enjoys  making  money,  traveling, 
finer  tMngs  in  life.  Looking  for  mature, 
open-minded  person.  Age,  sex,  race  not 
important.  Lewis  McClendon,  #  PO.  Box 
740,  M.A.CJ.,  London,  OH  43140. 


Medford  ♦  "Significant  Others:  Dances  for  Family, 
Friends,  and  Lovers"  An  evening  of  dances.  Tufts  U.  Cousens 
Dance  Space,  College  Ave.  $11.  Info  and  reservations:  350- 
6 1 84.  (!)  Photo  by  Paul  Ruseski 

2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Homophobia*  Viewing.  A  video 
produced  by  Cambridge  Women  in  Qble.  8:30  to  10 
p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

31  Thursday 

Cambridge  4  Drop  In  At  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

February  I  Friday 

Cambridge  ^  Lesbians  Age  50-)-/-  Meet  8  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $  1 . 66 1  -3633. 

Boston  ^  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Gentlemen 
Prefer  Blondes."  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phme  calls,  please! 


26  Saturday 

Boston  4  Feminist/Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Smith  College 
Party.  Lv.  msg.  to  request  inv.:  524-7667  or  325-3770. 

Washington,  DC  ♦  L/G/B  March  Against  War  In  the 
Gulf.  iT  a.m.  Meet  on  front  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Bring  signs  and  banners. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Lesbian  Couples'  Night.  7  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

Boston  4  Marcia  Delhi  &  Friends:  "Stil  Ain't  Satisfied! 
Political  Songs  of  the  '70's  for  the  '90'$.*  8  p.m. 
Women's  Coffeehouse  at  the  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  $5. 247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Diane  Ponzio.  Indigo,  823  Main  St  8  p.m. 
Ttckets  $6.50  through  Ticketron,  or  call  720-3434. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke  / 
drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  banners'  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  j.P.,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  ^d: 
Nantucket  Sound.  $6.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522- 
221 6,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Northampton  4  Umoja  Ensemble.  To  benefit 
F.LO.W.E.R.  Northampton  Ctr.  for  the  Arts.  8  p.m. 
Tickets  $8  to  $14.  Chem  free.  For  womya  (413)  586- 
2473. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  MontNy  Men's  Mtt  (AMALGM  = 
Assoc  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St, 
room  202K.  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialogue:  Coming  Out  ~  Political  or 
Personal.  4  p.m.  The  ^nter,  338  Newbury  St  Info 
247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  (Daughters  of  Bilkis)  Birthday 
l^rty.  Le^ians  invited!  7  to  9  p.m.  Indigo,  823  Main  St 
$1661-3633. 

28  Monday 

Boston  4  Intro  to  Boston  for  GM/L  Boston  Ctr.  for 
Aduk  Educ  6  to  8  p.m.  $21.  BCAE  267-4430. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Night  Out  Call  for  info. 
Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

29  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ^  30-<-  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbian  Sex  Secrets. 
6:30  to  ft30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354- 
8807. 

Cambridge  4  Auditions  for  a  "bawdy,  political,  physical 
come^  productioa*  Circus  skills  a  plut  Bring  a  funny 
song.  7  to  10  p.m.  Kressgee  rehearsal  rm.  B,  MIT.  35G^ 
6184. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series:  "Framed 
Youth  -  Revenge  of  the  Teenage  Perverts,"'''Sleepin' 
Round,"  and  "Beyond  Gravity."  Screenings  7  and  9  p.m. 
Room  66-1 10  (25  Ames  St),  MIT.  Four^  in  four-week 
series.  253-3599. 

Cambridge  ^  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap:  *2  in  20*  Film 
Showing  with  Poduck.  7J0  to  9:30  p  jn.  Women's  Ctr., 
46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Forum:  Lawyer  Barbara  Massey 
Discusses  Legal  Issues  Affecting  Lesbians.  8  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

30  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Greiter  Boston  Business  Councfl:  Marketing 
to  Boston's  Gay  Community.  With  Jim  Hoover, 
publisher  of  Bay  Windows.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St,  2nd  fir.  So<^  hr.  6  to  7  pjn.,  program  7  to  8  p.m. 
$7,695-1634. 

Boston  4  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Annual  Mtg.  7 
p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 

N.  Dartmouth  ♦  SMU  G/L  Alliance  Resource  Fair. 
Designed  to  introduce  G/L/B  and  supporters  to  orgs. 
serving  us  in  southeastern  New  England.  7  pjn.  SMU 
Commuter  Cafeteria  in  the  Campus  Center.  Use 
Parkii^  Lot  #5.  SMUGLA  (508)  999-8163. 

Salem  ^  NSGLA  Panel  Discussion  on  L/G  Activism.  7 
to  9:30  p.m.  in  Screening  Room,  Meier  HalL  Salem 
Sate  CoL  352  Lafayette  St  7  to  9:30  pm  (508)  745- 
3848. 

Springfield  4  Springfield  CoL  Gayness  /  Oppreuion  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Tuminz  Poinu  in  Gay 
History.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  Room  233,  Springfield 
ColL  campus.  James  Genasd  (413)  788-3221. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Review:  The  Bluest  Eye,"  by  Toni 
Morrison.  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247- 


St.  rta  203.  $1 

Cambridge  4  L/G/B  Swing  &  Ballroom  Dance:  a  '50's 
sock-hop  w/  music  by  the  Swinging  Suedines. 
Costumes  encouraged.  8:1 5  p.m.  to  midnight  Jitterbug 
lesson  8:15  to  9  p.m.  $5.  Old  Camb.  Ba^st  Church, 
Harvard  Sq.  661-1791 

^  Cambridge  4  Swingtime  Sock  Hop.  8:15  to  midnight 
1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harvard  T).  Basic  swing  lesson  8:15 
to  9  p.m.  $5. 661-1791 

3  Sunday 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Potiuck. 
Steve  R.'s  home.  Info:  Hotline  825-3737  or  Barry  288- 
1847. 

Newburyport  ♦  NSGLA  Skating  Party  at  Bartlett  Mall. 

I  to  3  p.m.  (508)  745-3848. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialogue:  Lesbian  Parenting.  4  p.ra 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Triangle  Theatre  Co.  Benefit  Open 
House/Cabaret  New  England's  only  professional 
theatre  devoted  to  g/l-themed  plays  is  in  a  financial 
crunch.  Support  them  by  attending  and  donating  a 
minimum  of  $15.  Champagne  and  hors  d'oeuvres.  6  to 
8  p.m.  58  Berkeley.  Reservations:  426-3550. 

4  Monday 

Amherst  4  Kaleidoscope:  A  Group  for  Older  L/G/B 
and  Friends.  Monthly  m^  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs  Comm. 
Ctr.,  Boltwood  Walk.  Info:  Corrie  (413)  525-2188, 
Warren  (4 1 3)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (4 1 3)  773-3091 

Newton  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers  /  Administrators 
Potiuck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  876-5657. 

5  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Male 
Spouses  of  Gay  Fathers.  8  p.m.  Lindemann  Ctr,  25 
Staniford  Sl,  2nd  fir.  Revere  Rm.  742-7897. 

Cambridge  4  "Out  of  Bounds:  A  Lesbian  Journey." 
Multimedia  presesentation.  8  p.m.  Radcliffe  Coll. 
Agassiz  Hs.  Theater,  10  Garden  St  ASL  interpreted; 
vdieelchair  accessible.  Reception  follows.  495-9199. 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  4  "Visible  For  a  Change:  Contemporary 
Lesbian  ^tiso  USA*  Slide-show  insallation.  Radcliffe 
ColL  Lyman  Common  Rm.,  Radcliffe  Yd.,  10  Garden  St 
2/6  through  3/3,  noon  to  10  p.m.  every  day.  495-9199. 

Boston  4  Names  Project  /  Boston  General  Mtg.  7  p.m. 
Piemonte  Room,  City  Hall  (use  Congress  Street 
entrace).  451-9003. 

8  Friday 

Boston  4  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop.  Northern  Ughts 
Alternatives.  423-3035. 

Boston  4  John  Gilgun  Reads  from  "Music  I  Never 
Dreamed  Of,"  a  novel  of  a  young  man  coming  out  in 
Boston  in  the  '50's.  Amethyst  Press.  7  p.m.  Glad  Day 
Bookshop,  673  Boykton,  2nd  fL  267-3010. 

Dorchester  4  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 
Valentine's  Mtg.  7  p.m.  Carol  483-3685. 

Medford  4  "Significant  Others:  Dances  for  Family, 
Friends,  and  Lovers."  An  evening  of  dances.  Tufts  U. 
Cousens  Dance  Space,  College  Ave.  $11.  Info  and 
reservations:  350-6184. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Casablanca." 
805  p.nx  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  rm.  203.  $1 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  Qty  Hosp.  swimming  pooL  Info:  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
/Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  Info:  (800)  42BAaY. 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Qub.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  pm  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 11 

Boston  4  Dignity  Mass.  Liturev  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangefist  Church,  35  Bowdoin'  St 


5:30  p.m.  Info:  536-6518. 

Boston  4  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  Info:  227-5794. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  l/g/b  youth  22 
and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30 
p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-25 1 8  or  Frank  666-89 1 1 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Qr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tank  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  247- 
2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I830pm-130am.  L^bians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV-i-  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Qarendon.  1125  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  4  Chikem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  1 3 1 
Qarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
Info:  247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-3773.  * 

Boston  4  Northern  Ughts  Akematives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8- 1 0  p.nx  Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-830.  Info:  35^8807. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  Info:  3M-8807. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People"  --  wkh  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.SFM.  7-9  a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  H1V+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  CloUd  meeting.  AIDS  Projea 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8  JO  p.m.  Info:  (508) 
755-3773. 

Boston  4  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audkion  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Ait,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  266-0628. 

Cambridge  TV  4  PrideTime  --  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Jim  Vokz.  Cambridge  Cable  Channel  19. 7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  4  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  am.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Boston  4  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor  Flynn's  Liison 
to  the  Gay  Community.  Arm  Saixiers  wil  be  avaikbie  2 
to  6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appointment 
necessary,  but  Ms.  Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725- 
3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons'  meeting  6  p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  ^:4S  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  p.m. 


523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quiking  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Info:  (413)788-7459 

Boston  4  Bisexual  Aduk  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Qarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  H1V+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Info:  (508)  755-3771 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE 

Boston  4  Names  Projea  Quiking  Bee  ~  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quik.  Sewing  supplies  and  suppoa  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Info  45 1-9001 

Boston  4  The  Coalkion  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Qarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Provincetown  4  Posfcive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  Info:  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  266- 1 1 29. 

Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertowa  Info  395- 
4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  P^.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friei^  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  ^  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  Info: 
236-1011 

Boston  4  Body  Electric  Healing  w/sensual  massage  for 
gay  and  bkexual  mea  $11  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendoa  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mL  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  arxl 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Alsa  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  ShelL  Info:  282- 
0011 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  wkh  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New  England. 
4:00  to  6:00  p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  Info;  247- 
2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  -  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Vokz.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3 
ar>d  AS.  7:30  p.m 


Hindsights 


By  Sue  Hyde 

Jhe  Gulf  War  has  frustrated  gay  and 
lesbian  activists  who  seek  the 
rescision  of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces 
y  that  mandates  the  exclusion  and 
^scharge  of  homosexual  service  members. 
Since  war  has  commotced,  the  Pentagon  has 
dug  deeper  into  its  trench,  defending  and 
maintaining  its  homophobic  policy. 

Department  of  Defense  Policy  Directive 
1332.14,  established  in  1943  to  deal  more 
“humanely”  with  homos  in  uniform  during 
World  War  II,  declares  “homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  military  service.” 
Although  its  establishmrait  during  a  shooting 
war  may  lead  some  to  think  it  could  be 
relaxed  or  rescinded  during  another  shooting 
war,  that  is  as  likely  to  occur  as  General 
Colin  Powell  conducting  a  Persian  Gulf 
briefing  in  a  sequined  ball  gown. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  from  the  pattern  of 
enforcement  of  Policy  1332.14  that  when  the 
military  needs  bodies,  gay  and  lesbian  bodies 
will  do  just  as  well  as  heterosexual  bodies. 
Usually,  but  not  always,  the  rule  is;  what  the 
generals  don’t  know  about  their  queer 
underlings  won’t  hurt  the  order  of  rank  and 
command. 

Perry  Watkins’  case  is  the  exception  that 
proves  the  rule.  Watkins  was  enlisted  by  the 
Army  in  1967,  having  answered  a  bold  and 
lavender  “yes”  to  the  question  concerning 
homosexual  tendencies.  Watkins  enjoyed  a 
14-year  career  in  the  Army,  including  a  stint 
in  Vietnam  and  some  rafter  unusual  extra 
“assignmaits”  involving  drag  shows  at  the 
officers’  club.  Abruptly  in  1982,  following 
Sgt.  Leonard  Matlovich’s  limited  victory 
against  the  Air  Force  policy,  the  Army 
decided  to  enforce  its  anti-gay  policy  and 
declined  to  allow  Watkins  to  re-enlist. 
Watkins’  case  concluded  last  year  when  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to  hear  the 
Army’s  lame  excuses  about  why  it  had  failed 
to  enforce  its  policy  which  called  Watkins  a 
threat  to  the  morale  of  his  fellows.  The 
Army  was  ordered  to  re-enlist  Watkins  if  he 
chose  to  go  back  in  (the  Army,  not  the 
closet). 

So,  Perry  Watkins  outlasted  the  Army  and 
another  war  gives  rise  to  other  intwesting 
Pentagon  fumbles  in  their  seaningly  endless 
game  of  ke^-away.  Most  recaitly,  a  lesbian 
Army  reservist  challenged  the  policy  by 
requesting  a  Gulf  assignment  and  coming  out 


Queers  keep  out! 

The  categorical  exclusion  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
from  the  armed  services  is  a  reflection  of  the  strength 
and  tenacity  of  our  political  movement 


as  a  lesbian  in  a  letter  to  her  commanding 
officer.  Gay  and  lesbian  activists  waited  to 
see  if  the  discharges  of  openly  gay  and 
lesbian  soldiers  and  sailors  would,  after  all, 
continue  to  be  processed  in  the  country’s 
latest  semi-declared  war.  The  Army  had  just 
issued  an  order  to  susp^d  all  “non-essential” 
discharges.  Would  the  purging  of  Donna  Lee 
Jackson’s  lesbianism  be  thought  essential  to 
winning  the  Gulf  War?  Could  esprit  de 
corps  and  locker  room  solidarity  possibly 
survive  in  the  presence  of  unhidden 
homosexuality? 

A  lot  of  hopes  rode  hi^  on  Donna  Lee 
Jackson’s  gamble  with  the  Army.  If  the 
military  enforced  its  policy  and  discharged 
Jackson,  she  would  be  spared  the  life- 
endangering  Gulf  War  assignment.  At  the 
same  moment,  any  possibility  of  a  wartime 
challenge  of  the  policy  would  evaporate.  If 
the  military,  even  temporarily,  abandoned  its 


exclusion/discharge  policy,  thwe  could  be  no 
credible  arguments  to  support  its 
reinstatement,  since  lesbians  and  gay  men 
would  have  risked  queer  life  and  limb  to 
def^d  George  Bush’s  manhood  or  whatever 
it  is  we’re  defending  in  the  Gulf. 

On  Friday,  Jan.  11,  the  Army  spokesman 
stated  without  equivocation  that  discharges 
of  homosexuals  were  essential  to  the  war 
effort.  On  Friday,  January  18,  Dorma  Lee 
Jackson  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
U.S,  Army,  her  challenge  to  the  homophobic 
policy  having  lasted  11  days. 

Most  remailcable  about  Jackson’s  end  run 
on  the  policy  is  the  Army’s  (and  all  the 
services’)  certainty  that  “our  boys”  can’t  put 
up  with  openly  gay  and  lesbian  colleagues 
and  co-workers.  This  attitude  tests 
credibility  for  many  reasons,  but  most 
obviously,  in  post-Stonewall  America,  vast 
numbers  of  people  in  this  country  know 


someone  who  is  gay  or  lesbian,  especially 
women  and  men  bom  after  1960.  If  the 
Pentagon’s  policymakers  ever  bothered  to 
ask  fteir  recruits,  they  might  discover  a  very 
different  attitude  about  homosexuality  among 
younger  service  members  than  they  now 
presume  exists. 

Despite  societal  changes  towards  gay  and 
lesbian  people,  Dorma  Lee  Jackson’s  military 
coming  out  story  in  1991  contrasts  sharply 
from  Perry  Watkins’  1967  admission  of 
homosexuality  that  was  to  be  completely 
ignored  by  Army  recruiters.  The  most 
significant  difference  between  then  and  now 
is  this:  there  is  a  gay  and  lesbian  political 
movement  that  has  identified  Policy 
Directive  1332.14  as  a  central  symbol  of  the 
second  class  social  and  political  status  of 
lesbian  and  gay  people. 

Like  advocates  for  Afirican-Americans  and 
women,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  know  that 
any  group  of  people  categorically  excluded 
from  the  responsibility  of  defending  the 
country  will  be  likewise  denied  access  to  the 
full  rights  and  benefits  of  citizenship.  It  is 
precisely  because  of  the  sti«igft  and  tenacity 
of  our  political  movanent  that  the  Pentagon 
has  hunkered  down  to  maintain  the  policy. 
Those  guys  grasp  the  symbolic  and  literal 
meaning  that  will  be  made  of  policy  rescision 
whrai  it  happens.  Thq'  are  not  willing  to  take 
the  blame  for  letting  “ftem”  into  fte  straight 
boys’  club. 

Perry  Watkins  served  as  an  openly  gay 
soldier  for  14  years.  Donna  Lee  Jackson 
lasted  just  11  days  and  fte  door  was  firmly 
slammed  in  her  face  and  fte  faces  of  other 
gay  and  lesbian  service  membm.  If  fte  Gulf 
War  offers  any  hope  for  policy  rescission,  it 
may  be  in  fte  surge  of  organizing  that  could 
follow  fte  war,  when  returning  gay  and 
lesbian  vets  are  disgusted  with  fte  realities  of 
a  second  class  life.  Even  if  Bush  and  the 
Pentagon  refuse  to  acknowledge  ftem,  there 
are  lesbian  and  gay  soldiers  and  sailors 
risking  their  lives  to  establish  U.S.  military 
supremacy. 

January  21,  1993  will  mark  the  50th 
annivCTsary  of  Policy  Directive  1332.14.  It 
will  coincide  with  Bush’s  second  inaugural, 
if  he  is  re-elected,  which  p^aps  d^)€nds  in 
part  on  fte  success  of  his  military  adventure 
in  fte  Persian  Gulf.  Poetic  and  social  justice 
would  be  well  served  if  Bush  were  greeted 
that  day  by  a  regiment  of  lesbian  and  gay 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


The  ICA  and  the  Goethe  Institut 
present 

Ulrike  Ottinger 


A  Film  Retrospective 


TICKET  INFORMATION 


Films  are  shown  at  7:30  pm;  6:00  pm  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  30  only.  Tickets:  $4 
members,  students,  senior;  $5  general.  Series  passes  available  -  contact  The  ICA  at 
617.266-5152.  Tickets  sold  after  5:30  pm  on  the  day  of  screening  on  a  first  come, 
first  sen/e  basis.  No  refunds,  returns  or  exchanges. 

January  25-31  at  The  ICA  Theater 
January  26  at  Loews  Copley  Place 

Call  617.266-5152  for  details 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 

(7-9PA^  OPENING  RECEPTION  FOR  ARTIST  JERI 
LEVITTS  "HEART  OF  SUNRISE”  EXHIBIT  WITH  FREE 
PERFORMANCE  BY  BATACUDA  BELLES 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 7 

I4-8PM)  NORTHEAST  WOMEN'S  MUSICAL  RETREAT  BENEFIT 
8  PERFORMERS  INCLUDING  JUDITH  SLOAN,  ELLEN  BENNETT, 
KRIS  HILLENBERG*  RAFFLE  AND  AUCTION  TO  FOLLOW 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2Alvl,  Sun  9PM- 1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


I 


